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Office of the Deputy Conservator of Forests

Bangalore Urban Division, AranyaBhavanCompus. 18th cross, Malleshwaram, Bangaloe-560003

No: A9/Tree Cutting /BMRCL/CR-195/2020-21 '3(/ Date: 07/05/2021.

Official Memorandum

Sub: Permission for felling of trees infringing the Metro Rail
Construction work Phase-2,R-6 elevated(Kothnur Depot)at Sy

No. 87/3, 87/7 and 87/2 of Kothnur Village.
Ref:1. Hon'ble High Court Order dated: 18.11.2020 in WP 17841/2018

2. Letter No: BMRCL/R-6/Kottanuru depot/ph-2/F-1002/58/(R6-
CC-03/2020-21/110 Dated 27.11.2020.
3. This Office Public Notice vide letter No: A9 /Tree Cutting

/BMRCL/CR- 195/2020-21 Dated: 30.11.2020

4. Letter No: RFO/KGP/Land/2020-21/ Dtd. 07.01.2021 O/o of
The Range Forest Officer, Kaggalipura Range, Kaggalipura.

5. Members Secretary and ACF BBMP, Bengaluru Letter
No.ACF/PR.12/2021-22 Dtd.04-05-2021 along with report and
proceeding of Tree Expert Committee.

6. Hon’ble High Court Order dated: 22.04.2021 in WP 17841/2018

7. Letter No:BMRCL/CE/SEMU /2021-22/878 Dated 04.05.2021

*_k_%

Preamble:-

BMRCL submitted a fresh application dated 27.11.2020 read at
ref (2) above seeking permission for removal of 700 trees infringing the Metro
Rail Construction work Phase-2,R-6 elevated(Kothnur Depot)at Sy No. 87/3,
87/7 and 87/2 of Kothnur village as per the directions issued by the Hon’ble
High Court of Karnataka vide Order dated:18.11.2020 in WP No. 17841/2018
read at ref (1) above.

The processing and consideration of the application was taken up as
per provisions of the Karnataka Preservation of Trees Act, 1976 (hereinafter
mentioned as “the Act’) and the Memorandum of Procedure (hereinafter
mentioned as “the MOP”) formulated by the Tree Expert Committee
(hereinafter mentioned as “the TEC”). As stipulated under Section 8(3)(vii) of



the Act, a public notice in Template No. 1 of the MOP was issued duly inviting
the objections from the public, as the total number of trees proposed to be
felled are more than 50. The public notice appeared in The Times of India,
The Hindu and Udayavani Newspapers on 03-12-2020. The details of the 700
trees sought to be removed published on the website of BBMP, as per the
MOP.

In response to the public notice, one objection and one suggestion was
received from the general public. The suggestion is for translocating some
trees based on assessment by experts/NGOs using objective criteria. In
particular Arakere Lake has been suggested as a possible site for the
translocation. The observation is in support of the project. Objection and
observation both were considered carefully, and proceedings regarding
consideration along with a tabular statement showing the objections from the
public, and remarks and findings of the undersigned for each specific
objection and comment were prepared on 15.04.2021 and was submitted to
Tree Expert Committee.

In the meanwhile BMRCL has applied an .A.10/2020 to seeking
permission for relaxation of 872 number exempted species as per the
Karnataka Preservation of tree Act 1976. After so many hearings the Hon’ble
High Court of Karnataka has given orders to the BMRCL as below;

“As per the TEC report dated 18th March 2021 a recommendation was made fo
permit felling of 800 trees out of 872 trees which were claimed to be exempted. For the
time being, 32 trees which are not exempted out of 872 trees will not be touched by
BMRCL and out of 800 trees permitted to be felled, BMRCL will fell only 768 trees as
per the said report of TEC.”

“In view of the statement has made by the learned senior counsel appearing for
BMRCL, for the time being, 18 trees(which have to be relocated)shall not be touched.
We permit the felling of 768 trees subject to all terms and conditions to be complied
with. The assurances in the aforesaid affidavit are accepted as the undertakings of
BMRCL”

As per BMRCL 1.A.10/2020 out of 700 trees 629 trees are exempted
and remaining trees in the project area sought to be removed. As per the
court Direction based on the report of TEC submitted to Hon’ble high Court
dated 18th March 2021 regarding exempted species only 604 trees were
exempted in Kothnur Depot as per the enumeration list and also BMRCL
requested to this office seeking permission for the felling of 604 exempted
trees at Kothnur Depot as per the Hon'ble high Court of Karnataka order
dated 22-04-2021 in WP No.17841/2018(PIL).



The TEC has further concluded that 02 trees are healthy and suitable
for translocation(Sl. No 309 in Block-A & SI.No. 73- in Block-C). Out of 18
trees said for translocation, above mentioned two(02) trees shall not be
touched by BMRCL for the time being as per the orders of Hon’ble High Court
of Karnataka dated 22-04-2021 in WP No.17841/2018(PIL). So the two(02)
trees are kept in abeyance until the further orders of Hon’ble High Court of
Karnataka.

Hence, the following order.
Order

1. Permission is hereby granted for removal of Six Hundred and four
trees by way of felling as listed with justification of Tree Expert
Committee(TEC) is appended to this Official Memorandum as
Appendix-1.

2. Out of 18 trees said for translocation, two(02) trees(SIl. No 309 in Block-
A & SI.No. 73- in Block-C) shall not be touched by BMRCL for the time
being as per the orders of Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka dated 22-
04-2021 in WP No.17841/2018(PIL). So the two(02) trees are kept in
abeyance until the further orders of Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka.

3. This order will come into effect fifteen (15) days from the date of
uploading of the order on the websites of BBMP and serving by email
on the petitioners in WP 17841/2018.

4. The order is subject to following directions to BMRCL.
A. Compensatory Plantation:

i. Arrange compensatory Afforestation of 6040 tall and healthy
saplings, i.e., @ 10 saplings for each tree removed within 6
months from the date of the removal.

ii. Submit a plan for the compensatory plantation within 2 months
from the date of this order.

B. Care & Maintenance of compensatory plantation, and their
Reporting:

i. BMRCL should ensure proper and effective care and
maintenance of the compensatory plantation for a period of 3
years.



i. BMRCL should also submit reports regarding condition of the
compensatory plantation every quarter for a period of 3 years to
the undersigned.

C. Storage & disposal of felled trees:

i. The extracted wood from 604 trees to be felled should be
deposited at Jarakbande Kaval Tenkey Depot with the
Bengaluru Range Forest Officer through Range Forest Officer,
Kaggalipura for disposal.

Sd/-

Tree Officer &
Deputy Conservator of Forests
Bengaluru Urban Division.
Copy to:

1. Chief Conservator of Forests, Bengaluru Circle & Chairman, Tree
Authority, Vanavikas, Bangalore.

2. Managing Director, BMRCL, 3rd Floor, BMTC Complex,
Shanthinagara, Bengaluru - 560027

3. Sri Dattatraya T Devare, A-102 Natasha Golf View Apartments,
Domlur Bengaluru— 560071, Petitioner in WP 17841/2018

4. Bangalore Environment Trust, 10, Sirur Park B Street Seshadripuram
Bengaluru — 560020, Petitioner in WP 17841/2018.

5. Chief Engineer — Reach-6(Elevated), BMRCL, 3rd Floor, BMTC
Complex, Shanthinagara, Bengaluru - 560027

/6./ Assistant Conservator of Forests & Member Secretary, Tree Expert
Committee appointed by Hon'ble High Court in WP 17841/2018.

7. Assistant Conservator of Forests, South Sub Division, Bangalore for
information and necessary action.

8. Range Forest Officer, Kaggalipura Range, Kaggalipura for information
and necessary action.

9. Office Copy.

Tree Officer &
Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Bengaluru Urban Division.
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