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BBMP spent 323 crore to redo
14 km of road for PM’s travel

This included stretches of Mysuru Road and Ballari Road

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

As the bumpy ride on many
of the city’s roads continues
to attract anger and ridicule
from citizens, residents of
areas where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi travelled re-
cently got lucky over the last
week. The city’s civic body
. spent 323 crore to redo 14 km
- of road ahead of his visit, in-
: cluding stretches of Mysuru
© Road and Ballari Road.
: This is apart from road
. works that Bangalore Deve-
. lopment Authority (BDA)
. took up near Kommaghatta,
. where the Prime Minister
: held a public rally and laid
: foundation stone for several
. infrastructure works.
:  PN. Ravindra, Special

Commissioner  (Projects),
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanaga-
ra Palike (BBMP), addressing
a press conference on Tues-
day, said the roads that Mr.
Modi travelled were taken up
for redevelopment a week
ago on top priority and
works were carried out day-
and-night.

“The road works involved
re-asphalting of roads, re-do-
ing service roads, replacing
faulty street lights, medians,
painting of kerb stones, and
other related works,” he said.
The works were taken up
with funds from the chief civ-
ic commissioner’s discretion-
ary funds, with the approval
of Urban Development De-
partment (UDD), he added.

When quizzed on the

v G

priorities of the civic body, as
to how these roads were re- |
developed in a week even as
they blamed rains for filling
potholes in the rest of the ci-
ty, Mr. Ravindra said other
works were also underway
and claimed only 1,600 odd
potholes were left on the city
streets to be filled. “Filling
potholes is tedious work and
usually affected by rains. But
redeveloping an entire
stretch of road is far easier,”
he said.

Apart from this, the BDA
took up redevelopment of 5.5
km road from Shirke Apart-
ments to Kommaghatta, .
while Bangalore Metro Rail
Corporation Ltd. (BMRCL) al-
so sped up its work on Mysu-

@

-Tu Road.
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Widening of NH 48 stretch to
eliminate 13 accident black spots

- Inthe last three years, 797 road mishaps reported on the 45-km stretch

. SUCHITH KIDIYOOR
BENGALURUY

- In 2016, a young man, Har-
ish, was cut in half after a
- truck ran over his bike at
- Thippagondanahalli on Tu-
: makuru Road. He suc-
- cumbed to his injuries after
- 20 minutes of the accident.
- Knowing that he would not
survive, he had asked ambu-
lance staff to inform doctors
: that his organs should be do-
- nated.

This selfless service of
Harish had also forced the
then Congress government
to introduce ‘Mukhyamantri

Santwana Harish Yojana,
- providing cashless treat-
- ment in the crucial hours af-
¢ ter an accident.

- Now, after a gap of over
six years, the National High-
. ways Authority of India
. (NHAD) has decided to elimi-
nate 13 black spots that in-
* clude Thippagondanahalli
. located between Nelamanga-
- laand Tumakuru of NH48.
- The NHAI is widening the
. 1oad to six lanes for a stretch
- of 45 km, building service
- Toads, flyovers, underpass-
. es, and a bypass at Tumaku-
- Tu. The project will cost
: 12,032 crore.
 On Monday, Prime Minis-
- ter Narendra Modi laid the
- foundation for the project
: along with other highway
. projects of the NHAI that are
© going to be built on the out-
: skirts of the city connecting
i satellite towns.
¢ The move helps in decon-
i gesting the traffic on Tuma-
. kuru Road that connects

I : - B
The NHAI is widening the roa

Bengaluru with the districts
located in the middle and
the northern parts of the
State. The existing infras-
tructure of four lanes is not
sufficient to accommodate
the growing traffic.

Every day, thousands of
heavy trucks and buses use
the road to reach various
parts of the city. The police
say that heavy congestion on
the road and presence of
black spots are resulting in
accidents. They say that
most victims of the accidents
on this stretch are pedes-
trians and bikers.

Inthe last three years, 797
accidents were reported on
the stretch, claiming 185 vic-
tims. Other than Thippagon-
danahalli, 12 more black
spots were identified, such
as Kuluvanahalli, Yedehalli,
Chikkahalli, and Hirehalli.

A senior official of the

d to six lanes, building service
roads, flyovers, underpasses etc.

= SUCHITH KIDIYOOR

NHAI said, “Widening of the
existing main lanes from
four to six lanes and con-
struction of service roads
will help in decongesting
traffic. Elimination of black
spots is also very_ crucial to
bring down the accident
rate, thereby reducing fatali-
ties. An important feature of
the project is that 45 km will
be controlled. The project al-
50 proposes the construc-
tion of a flyover at points
such as Kyathasandra”.

A senior police official of
Nelamangala said that the

existing infrastructural con-"

straints do not allow smooth
flow of traffic on the main
lanes. “At present, road acci-
dents are happening at the
U-turn points or to pedes-
trians crossing the roads.
When repeated accidents or
fatalities happen, black spots
are identified. The authori-

Number of accidents and

fatalities reported in the

last three years

Year Number of | Fatalities
accidents

201920 312 |76

2020-21 | 262 66

2021-22 | 197 43

Total  |797 185

Names of black
spots that are going
to be eliminated

= Kuluvanahalli
s Kyatsandra NH 48 circle
=Manchakal Kuppe

= Rayarapalya
a Thippagondanahalli
= T. Begur-1

aT. Bequr- 2
uYedehalli
= Kengalkempohalli
= Bhubhihal Gate
u T. Bequr-3
= Hirehalli
_u Chikkahalli

= Nelamanagala to Tumakur;
including Tumakuru bypass
section

ties concerned will be ap-
proached to fix engineering
faults, putting up sign-
boards, and others. The pro-
posed widening will help in
decongesting the road. At
the same time, the NHAI
should also take up mea-
sures to build FoBs wherever
required for crossing the
roat.l," the official added.
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Only two in 10
people know name
of last Mayor: Survey
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Ahead of civic polls in the ci-
ty, only twoe in 0 peaple
know the name of the last
Mayar: Gaulsm Kumar, who
demlited affice in 2020,
Elections to the civic bady
havent been held since
then.

A survey by the Janaagra-
ha Cenire for Citizenship
and Democracy also e
vealed a majority of them
approached MLAS and MPs,
but only 17% approached a
councillor for gricvance re-
dressal and 84% of the res-
pondents had never met &
city councillor,

The survey also revealed
mire than half of the velers
52%) do nol recognise
wards as the basicumit of go-
vernance, while 874 of the
respendents are not aware
of ward committeess.

However, the survey alse
remealed A contrediciory
pictire that though many
lack mwareness and connect
with civic governance, firsi-
tme vaters evince a keen in-
rerest o enpage with civic
polis.

Among the first-time vo-
ters surveved, 86% of them

stromgly expressed their in-

ol ciby's nflefguueu
wauts and wobers Belipve
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upiprsare | ooundllor wod
poncemed -. Breum: helter
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tentiom o cast their vole in
the wpooming divic polls
and 88% of them belieyv:
& strong locs] governance is
the key to a betier futiare of
the city. i

Further, ?“ﬁ&ulrlre clry's
youtls are concerned with
the bnpect of dimaie |
change an the cloy, and an
averall B9% of the respon-
dends are cancerned with
environmental Esees, 0
cheding soaring tempera: |
tures and unseasenal ralns.

“The resubts show that ve- |
ry few understand the role |
of BEMP, ward counciflors,
and ward committess, but
are keen to vote and want
civic palls to be conducted
o the basis of everyday is-
sues that affect them. To bm-
prove our gy, the inst-
tion of boesl governance
must be srengtivened, be-
ginning with participating in
local elections,” said Srinl-
vas Alavlli, Headd, Civic Par
ticipasion; Jamaagraha
Centre for Citizenship and
Demoeracy,

He abio added that the
survey results would be sub-
mitted to all politicz] parties
in the fray for the civic polls,
to help them present 3 com-
pealling vision 1o seek votes.
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Allow free booster doses
for 18-59 age group’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu's Department of
Health has sought the Union
government's approval for
administering free booster
doses to eligible persons
aged 18-59 at government
vaccination centres with the
available stocks of Covishield
and Covaxin, instead of priv-
ate vaccination centres at the
prescribed rates.

As of now, only healthcare
workers, frontline workers
and persons aged above 60
are eligible for the precau-
tionary doses at any CO-
VID-19 vaccination centre,
including free vaccination at
government cenires. The
rest — those aged 18-59 — can
get the booster shot at the
prescribed rates at private
centres. Till June 20,
12,25,301 precautionary dos-
es had been administered in
the State. The low uptake
was a cause for concern.

A few weeks ago, T.5. Sel-
vavinayagam, Director of Pu-

blic Health and Preventive
Medicine, wrote to the Union
Health Ministry, seeking per-
mission for free precaution-
ary doses to be administered
to the 18-59 age group. Then,
the State had 69,01,860 doses
of Covishield and 25,09,785
doses of Covaxin. The present
stocks were 55,24,830 doses
of Covishield and 21,29,880

» doses of Covaxin.

The official said the
Health Department had re-
quested the Centre to allow
the use of the available vac-
cines.for precautionary dos-
es for the 18-59 age group.
This was because it felt that
the paid vaccines for this age
group would impact the
booster vaccination cover-
age'among a significant sec-
tion of the population. In
fact, the department also
sought permission for free
vaccination of those aged 15-
17, who did not receive the
first dose, at government
centres with the available
stocks of Corbevax.
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BENGALURU, DHNS: The Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP), which has
been receiving flak for its de-
lay in filling potholes, spent
Rs 23 crore to asphalt 14 km
of roads ahead of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s short
visit to Bengaluru.

The roads that were devel-
oped are: Kengeri to Kom-
maghatta (7 km), Mysuru
Road (0.15 km), a stretch af-
ter Hebbal flyover (2.4 km),
Tumakuru Road (0.90 km)
and roads in the Bengaluru
University campus (3.6 km).

The civic body also used
the grants to repair the medi-
an, fix street lights and paint
roads and kerbs.

Interestingly, the quality of
work executed on the 14 km
stretch was far better thanthe

DECCAN HERALD

Rs 23 crore spent on roads
for PM’s brief visit to B'luru

BBMP’s regular road repair
work. Ravindra P N, special
commissioner (projects),
BBMP, told reporters that
asphalting roadsis partofthe
protocol ahead of the Prime
Minister’s visit.

“The PM’s visit was con-
firmed to us by the state
government 15 days ago. We
used the funds under the dis-
cretionary use of the Chief
Commissioner for the work.
The approval was given by
BBMP administrator (Rakesh
Singh),” he said.

To a question on BBMP
neglecting roads that are in
a poor state, Ravindra said
BBMP has so far fixed close
t0 14,500 potholes. “We have
another1,500 potholesto fix.
The monsoon is delaying our
exercise,” he said.
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Survey finds 87% of voters
unaware of ward committees

Very few understand role of
BBMP, corporators, panels

BENGALURU, DHNS

ecentralisation of Ben-
D galuru’s administration
may remain a far cry as
the concept of ward commit-
tee—introduced at least three
years ago—is yet to gain popu-
larity inthe city.
Nearly 87% of the voters
- who were surveyed by Ja-
naagraha, a not-for-profit,
had noknowledge of the ward
committee, where grievanc-
es related to BBMP, BWSSB,

BESCOM etc are heard by
officials.

The survey, which covered
over 506 samples across 27
wards, also found only 17%
of the people knew the name
of the last mayor, while 97%
knew prime minister’s name
and 83% knew the chief min-
ister’s name. Over 95% of the
respondents said they did not
attend the bi-monthly ward
committee meetings so far
while 88% of them said they
never met their ward council-

SRINIVAS ALAVILLI,

HEAD OF CIVIC PARTICIPATION, JANAAGRAHA

We tried to understand the degree of awareness cit-
izens, particularly the first-time voters, have about

BBMP. The results showed that very few understand the
role of BBMP, corporators, ward committees etc. However,
they are keen to vote and want civic polls to be conducted
on the basis of everyday issues.

lor in the past.

The response also mirrors
the voter turnout for BBMP
elections that is far less than
the percentage of voters who
go out to vote for the Assem-
bly and Parliament elections.
Comprising of 29 questions,
the survey-called City Politics
Survey, 2022 -was conducted
to gauge awareness of voters
regarding the governance of
their city and ward ahead of

the BBMP polls likely to be
heldin September or October.

Amongthe notable findings
of the survey are: pedestrian
infrastructure (23%) was cited
asthe mostsignificantissueas
compared totraffic congestion
(16%) and lack of availability of
clean water (15%).

The survey found access to
water as keyissue faced by the
urban poor while the middle
and upper class were lament-

ing the traffic.

Srinivas Alavilli, Head of
Civic Participation, Janaagra-
ha, said, “We tried to under-
stand thedegree of awareness
citizens, particularly the first-
time voters, have about BBMP.
The results showed that very
few understand the role of
BBMP, corporators, ward
committees etc. However,
theyarekeentovote and want
civic polls to be conducted on
the basis of everyday issues
that affect them,” he said. “To
improve our city, the institu-
tion of local governance must
be strengthened, beginning
with participating in local
elections.” He appealed to the
political parties to present a
compelling vision for our city
and seek votes.
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Rains likely to
continue in coastal
districts till June 25

vy

MANGALURU/BENGALURU,
DHNS

fter a sluggish start, the
southwest monsoon has
ained momentumasall
thethree coastal districts-Dak-
shina Kannada, Uttara Kanna-
daand Udupi-are experiencing
heavy showers for the past two
days.

The intensity of rain in-
creased considerably on Tues-
dayanditisexpected toremain
sotill Wednesday. The Karnata-
ka State Natural Disaster Moni-
toring Centre hassoundedared
alertforthe coastal districts for
Wednesday and a yellow alert
for the next four days.

The inclement weather
played spoilsport to mass yoga
demonstrationsinall the three
districts.

Incessant showers have left
several residential areas and
roads, including high church
road, Nandanagadda and rail-
way station road in Karwar
flooded. The national highway
66 in front of Ravindranath
Tagore beach and the state
highway at Habbuwada were
inundated with rainwater
affecting the vehicular move-
ment forhours. Heavyrainand
strong winds battered coastal

DH
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Monsoon gains vigour in coast;

| L
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red alert sounted

Umbrell

as come out as skies open up in Udupi. oH pHOTO

Vehicles navigate a flooded road

in Karwar on Tuesday. DH PHOTO/SADASHIVAM S

taluks of Uttara Kannada - An-
kola, Kumta, Honnavar and
Bhatkal - throughout the day.
Honnavar recorded 82 mm
of raininthelast 24 hours (end-
ing 8 am on Tuesday) followed

by Karwar 71 mm and Kumta
59mm. Dakshina Kannadaand
Udupi districts also witnessed
intermittent spells of rain on
Tuesday. Torrential showers
have left Karavali Junction,

Ambalpadi, Mudanidamburu
flooded in Udupi. More than
20 electricity poles have been
uprooted due torainand strong
winds in the district.

According to the weather
department, the twin districts
aremostlikelytowitness heavy
rain (up to 20.4 c¢m) till June
25. The met department has
warned the fishermen not to
venture into sea owing to high
tides.

Also, the people close to the
coast and river mouth should
relocate to a safer place, the
IMD release said.

Kodagu district received
moderate to heavy showers in
the day. Parts of Malnad and
north interior Karnataka also
witnessed scattered rainfall.



Scooterist trying
to avoid pothole
hit by truck, dies

Bengaluru: A 48-year-old
computer operator was Kil-
led after a truck rammed
his scooter at NTTF junc-
tion in Peenya Industrial
Areaon Monday night.

Police said the man had
slowed down his scooter to
negotiateapothole when the
truck hit him from the rear
at 9.30pm. Cops identified
the deceased as Shiju aka
Shriju, a resident of Shetti-
halli near Jalahalli West.
Pillion rider Prashanth, 39,
sustained minor injuries.

Police said Shiju and
Prashanth were on their
way home after work. Shiju
was a computer executive
in a footwear manufactu-
ring company and Pras-
hanth a manager. Shiju was
riding the scooter and noti-
ced the pothole while ta-
king a turn to enter 14th
Cross. He slowed down the
scooter to avoid the pothole
when the truck coming
from behind hit his vehicle.
Both Shiju and Prasahnth
fell on the right side of the
road; Shiju came under the
truck’srear wheels and was
crushed todeath.

Peenya traffic police re-
gistered a case and seized
both vehicles. tnn
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Yoga enthusiasts hit the mat, stretch in style

K Sipril Prasasd & TOR

Timies Mews NeTwork

Bengaluru: Yo was the fla-
vour across the length and
breadih of Bengaluru and ne-
ighbouring districts on Tues-
day, with enthusiasts cutting
across age groups hitting the
mat in huge numbers and
faunting thelr skills in strl
king postures on the occasion
of International Yoga Day.

Government departments
and private organisations led
from the front as thousands of
peaple took part in the cele-
brations. Schoolsand colleges
w0 jolned withenthusiasm.

A mega voga display at Te-
rahalli village on the out-
skirts of Kolar saw the parti-
cipation of more than 30000
people on @ 40-acre plot, The
event saw people from all
whalks of life,

While civic officials led
the show at Rajkumar Glass
House inthe BBMP headguar-
ters, the department of wo-
men and child development,
along  with othoer  depart-
ments, organised a yooa pro-
gramme for children on MH
Marlgowda Road, adjacent to
Kidwai Hospital, at 8am,

Raman Research Institute
obgeryed the day with a yoga
workshop which had students,
Taculty members and their [a-
milies attending, along with
online participation by the wi-
dor commiinity The organi
sers donated biodegradable yo-
ga mats, developed with the
techinologlcal support of Mort-
heast Centre For Technology
Application and Reach.

The Bengaluru branch of
The Southern India Regional
Council of The Instifute of
Chartered Accountants of [n-
dia, along with the state go-
vernment’s  department  of
Ayush, organised an event in
front of Bangaloro Palace,

Theday wasalzocedebrated
at the Indian Air Force's Trai-

ning Command campus with
the theme “Yoga for Humanity®,
with ower 300 personnel and
their families in attendance.

The high court and Karna-
taka State Legal Services Aut-
hority, in assoeiation with Ad-
vocales' Assoclatlon of Beng-
aluru and others, also organi-
sed “Yoga for Humanity' on
the HC premises ai 6.45am,

More than 4500 cadets,
along with officers and stafl
of NCC, participated inthece-
lebrations held at Field Mars-
hal Manekshaw Parade Gro-
urd at Tam, The event was or-
ganised by the Karnataka and
Goa NCC directorate along
with headguarters, Karnata-
knand Kerala sub-area,

Ceniral Police Reserve Po-
lice personnel celebrated the
day at Lalbagh {rom Tam, A
“Yoga Lecture” programmse
was held at the legislative as-
sembiy at noon,

While Bangalore Universi-
ty's department of voga held
an earfy-morning event to edo-
cate and inspire students to ts-
kerup yoga as part ol thelr dadly
lives, Bishop Cottony Woinen's
Christian College celebrated
iheday on thelr campus,

. 1—-’,___,

700 prisoners take

L Inmates practised yoga
4 for over twao howrs, along
with 100 women prisoners, Led
by superintendent of prisons
C35 Ranganath, 500 undertrials
and 100 convicts book part in
yOga ses5ions that began at
G.30am.

The celebrations were
jointly organized by Art of
Living, Satsang Foundation

"xt the Central Prison, 600

partin inns

\ A L i

and Prajapati Brahmakumari
organisatiens.

Month's

=Some prisomers who regulary
practise yoga had guided the
GO0 inmates for over a monthan
thebasics of yoga. The
prisaners were trained in
Suryanamaskar, breathing
exercises and other simple
practices,” aseniorofficial said,
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BIG-TICKET VENTURES Infra Works To Ease Commuter Woes, Give StartUp City Momentum

K-Ride decides to fast track suburban rail
work after Modi sets 40-month deadline
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Survey: 87% in the dark
about ward committees

Bengaluru: Nearly nine of 10 or 87%
Bengalureans participating in a survey
to gauge political and civic awareness
said they were ignorant about the exist-
ence of ward committees, which were
formed to ensure citizens’ participation
in local governance.

The survey, conducted by Janaagra-
ha, an NGO, also showed that 95% of the
respondents had not attended ward com-
mittee meetings and 94% were unaware
that each panel is allocated Rs 60 lakh
by BBMP for development work.

Despite lack of awareness about local
oovernance structures, the respondents
are deeply concerned about footpaths,
garbage, flooding, poor roads, water and
air guality. The survey cohort comprised
503 respondents from 27 wards in
BBMP’s eight zones.

While respondents said they will vote
in upcoming BBMP elections based on
civic and infrastructure issues, many
were unaware who the last mayor was.
Most even believed that ML.As and not
corporators are responsible for fixing
the problems. While only 17% of the
respondents knew who the last mayor
was, 97% and 83% (respectively) knew
Narendra Modi was the prime minister

TIMES VIEW

he lack of awareness about ward

committees only points to a huge
communication gap between the civic
agency and residents. The absence of an
elected municipal council seems to have
only widened it. In the past, even people
familiar with such panels have complained
of a disorganised structure and unfair
representation. While authorities need to
draw up rules on membership and reach
out to citizens, Bengalureans must take
active part. Fleeting concerns about
garbage or potholes aren't enough. A
proactive approach by all stakeholders
alone will improve governance.

of India and Basavara) Bommai the
chief minister of Karnataka.

About 22% of the respondents met
MILAs seeking help to resolve civic is-
sues and only 12% consulted ward cor-
porators. In fact, 88% of the respondents
had never met their ward corporators.

As for issues affecting them, 23%
cited pedestrian infrastructure as the
most significant concern, whereas near-
ly 20% said they were worried about
garbage collection. Tnn
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Modi’s pronnse to decongest
B’luru a shot in arm for BJP

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s prom-
ise to decongest Bengaluru
in the next 40 months has
buoyed the ruling BJP,
which has been struggling
to set a narrative for fast-
approaching Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) and next year’s as-
sembly elections.

That Modi made it a
point to go into details of
infrastructure projects for
the capital has increased
the confidence of BJP legis-
lators from the city and
party aspirants for the
BBMP polls. Saffron party
MLAs say they expect the
political impact of the
promise to be “huge”.

“Promises are made by
every political leader who
comes to power, but when
PM Modi makes them, peo-
ple tend to believe it,” said
Uday Garudachar, BJP
Chickpet MLA. “This auto-
matically has a significant
impact on voters and
will definitely prove benefi-
cial for us.”

Satish Reddy, party chief
whip and Bommanahalli
MLA, said the PM’s promise
also encompassed the Pe-
ripheral Ring Road (PRR)
project, which he claimed is
“now on track”.

“Besides the larger issue
of decongestion, the PM’s
statement also comes in the

wake of significant pro-
gress being made on com-
pleting the PRR, which has
been long pending,” Reddy
said. “This being the case,
Modi's statement which
dwells on details of plans
being drawn up to decon-
gest the city will help us
immensely in elections.”

However, some function-
aries say the PM’s promise
will only fructify if there is
proper allocation of funds
by the Centre. “While larg-
er projects will be spoken
about and dwelt upon,
wards require regular and
equitable allocation of
funds to maintain roads
and other infrastructure to
avoid congestion,” said one
BJP MLA.

Some BJP legislators al-
lege the disparity in alloca-
tion of funds is extremely
high, with a few “select”
MLAs getting Rs 400 crore
for their segments, while
others get only Rs 140 to Rs
160 crore.

Meanwhile, Congress
dismissed PM Modi’s state-
ments, labelling them as yet
another ‘jumla’ (false prom-
ise).

“The PM is known to
make such election-centric
statements. This is no dif-
ferent,” said Rizwan Ar-
shad, Shivajinagar MLA.
“People know that his
words are hollow and do not
translate well on the
ground. If there was any
intent to decongest Ben-
galuru, then why was the
suburban rail project pend-
ing for the past 40 months?”

Syed Asif

SMOOTH WORK: A road in Kommaghatta, Kengeri, that
was asphalted ahead of PM Modi's visit

Palike spent 323 crore on
sprucing up city roads

BMP spent Rs 23 crore to develop several

road stretches ahead of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s visit to Bengaluru on Monday. “As
protocol dictates necessary preparations for
the PM’s visit, the urban local body developed
multiple roads, spending Rs 23.5 crore.

The roads fall in areas where Modi attended
several events,” Ravindra PN, special commis-
sioner (projects), told reporters on Tuesday.

Ravindra said a total 14.1km of roads were
developed. Data shared by BBMP showed Rs 4
crore was spent on a 2.4km stretch of Ballari
Road; Rs 1.6 crore on 0.9 km stretch of Tu-
makuru Road; Rs 6 crore for 3.6km of University
Road; Rs 0.4 crore for 0.2km of Mysuru Road
and Rs 11.5 crore for 7km stretch of Komma-
ghatta Road.

The Palike also repaired service roads, fixed
footpaths, installed streetlights, and painted
medians. “Our workers toiled day and night
and completed the work in a week. Work
was taken up on priority because of
protocol,” Ravindra said.
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Ragpickers allege
abuse; cops suspect

illegal migrant

Waste-picker released
as citizenship confirmed

Iiiat b weeks 300, police

icked up a man identified as
Yar Ali, a waste-picker. He was
allegedly detained for aver five days
at Hebbagodi station, and was
released only after Riju Nagar
polikce from Murshidabad district in
‘West Bengal emailed their
counterparts saying he was a
resident of Kashipur In thelr
jurisdiction and not an illagal
migrant. Anjun Burman, & police
officer with Riju Nagar station,
oonfirmed the same. “We even sent
& letter to Hebbagodi police station
confirming Yar All's citizenship.”

‘Govt should
resolve issue'

Shreyas HS mesgioup.cmm

Bengaluru: Residents of co-
lomies home to ragpichers
winrking for BREMF on Monday
complained (o the Karnataka
State Human Righis Commis-
shon {KEHRLC), alloging police
harassment. They alsg mel
additional superintendent of
police Lakshmi Ganesh, requ-
eating action against constab-
les troubling them.

While e cotmmission pro
mised tolook into the ragpick-
ers’ complaings, police said
they are carrving out raids on
the suspicion that these colo-
nies hawve becotne haves of 11-
legal Banpladeshi migrants
Most of the colonies are 1eca-
ted in Marenahalll and Huli
mangala, off Electronics City,
omn the southeastern fringes of
Bengalur.

According to police, seven
legal Bangladeshi migrants
have been ploked up from the-
secolonies and sent toa deten-
thon cenire In Nelamangala,
from where they'll be depor-
ted to thedr country Police sa-
i they have a strong suspi-
cion that many Bangladeshis
have crassed the border and
taken shelter in the ragpick-
ers’ colonies. Five of the ar-
rested were from Marenahalli
and three from Hulimangaia.

Confirming the caids on
these settlements, Bengalura
district 5P Kona Vamsi Krish-
nasid, “Drives are being eon-
ducted in multiple areas whe-
re wastepickers live to ascer-
taln thelr (dentities as we
stromgly suspect some peaple
have arrived thers from Bang-
indesh, We have sent seven pe-

ople to the detentien centee,”

Headded they had recently
arrested Sydul Akoon, a Bang-
ladeshl who was the master.
mind in & document scam, He
wiald  arramge fake docu-
ments for his fellow nationals
in the name of BEME health
officers, Vamsi asserted that
the drivewill continue,

‘Beaten up, threatened®
Residents of these colomnies,
however, allege they have be-
en facing police harassment
even after submitting the re-
quired documents to prove
their Indian citizenship. A vi-
deo accessed by TOL shows
Hebbagodl police beating upa
man at Hulimangala village
where nearly 120 families
from West Bengallive. A majo-
rity of these families work for
BEMP art its dry waste collec-
tion centres.

Azharul SK, a resident of
thecolony, said five policemen
from Hebbagodi station arri-
vedand started harassing peo-
ple. Despite the settlers sho-
wing the documonts, they s
kad them o leave, arguing
that they had crossed the bor-
der llegally

Aneesh claimed that he
was beaten up by the cops and
threatened with dire consequ-
ences if hedidn't leave the pla-
cis he was told he's not aclti-
genafl India.

“lshowed them my Aadha-
ar card but they still accused
me of fabricating the docu-
ment. This has been happse-
ning ever since we came hete
from YWest Bengal.” He alleged
police visited many shacks,
heatingupthemen.



[|I||a-ugl'| thiese agreements under the Access
Beenefit Sharing (ABS) scheme of the
Biokogicil Diversity Act, 2002, However,
the majority of this amourst is unused.

generated are Iving with us, Although, as
per the biodiversity act, S3% of this fumd
s o be given to Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs) for con-
servation work in thelr respective arens and
S can be used for the boards maint
e work, 50 farn we have released Bs 58
lakhs to eight BMOs across Shivamogga,
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Meagre 5.9 cr collected in access henefit sharing
since 2015 from firms using natural resources; bulk
of funds not utilised for biodiversity conservation
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he Karmataka Biodiversity Board
{KBE} has signed 411 benefit shar-
Ing agreements with traders and
mranufacturers of Berbs and berbal
products from 2005 to date.

The board has collected Bs 5.9 crore

“Most of the ABS funds that we have

Uttara Kannada and Ballari,” said a KBB . 3 n— )

official. o o “ Total Ecosystem Supply Value of forest ecosystem in Karnataka
,[HI';“ ‘I:"_'H'E:::::l"‘t‘r'"t‘;“'t-:'l:]:';;"l‘i':!-'p':‘“t is equivalent to 18.1% of GDP... It was Rs 2,91,200 crin 2019. ABS
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chayat level. The mole of BMCs is t0 ensure amount ofﬂs 59crin E'ghl years proves there are many using
bicdiversity comservation in specific areas, resources, but few are sharlng benefits. — D TV Ramachandra, IS¢
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muapped and documented in Peophs
Biodiversity Registers (PBRL

Nagoya Protocol

[mdia is-a party to the Nagova
Protocol, a supplementary apgree-
meat ratified by the country in 2014,
ureider which, the wsers of bologlcal
résources are supposed to share o per-
ceptage of profits with local commu-
nities, This percentage of profit,
Enown as Access Benefit Sharing
{ABS), must be disbursed o local
BMCs Tor bicdiversiny conservation
purpases or ko promaote the liveli-
hoods of local people from where
natural resources were accessed.

While the bicdiversity board has
funds ying woused for BMOS activi-
ties, the Bengaluru BMOC is yvet to
receive any funding to pet started
with its actlvitles, BMC members
tobd BM that while they had submii-
tedd @ proposal bO procure funding
wryiber the local municipal body, no
fund has been allocated vet.

“We submitted the proposal to
the BHMI to prociine !l.lm‘_li:l'lg for aui
activities, It was up o the BBMP to
reach out to the biodiversity board
with a funding propsasal under access
beemefit sharing. 1t just showes the kack
of will to implement any biodiver-
sity corservation work," sadd Akshiay
Heblikar, a member of Bengalurs
B,

However, the Modiversity baard
saidd ABS rl.l:|.1.'.‘- were ratified only in
20014 and the officiabs are still learmieg
the ropes. “The rules are still new tous
ars well as the commipantes that are utilis-
'Iﬂa fatural resources for commencial
purposes, Thie board is soon conven-
ing an expert committee mecting to
disouss the dispersal of funds,” said a
technbcal stafl of KRB,

Ihe member seceetary of KBE
remained unavailable o comment
despite many attempts from BM.

Fund generation
While the ADS money collected is
vl to be utilised, experts sail, Bs 5.9
crore in eight years is a small
amount. According to TV
Ramachandra of Centre [for
Ecological Sciences at the Indian
Institute of Science, the Total
Ecosystem Supply Value of the forest
ecosysteny in Karnataka ks equivalent

to TR of the GO

“Whike there s bven a I.!ll"):.'r‘l'il.d.l-
tiors o spply wiluwe of the stite’s for-
o5t ceosvstem sinoe 20035, we caloa-
lated it to be Bs 2,91, 200 crore in

219, The ABS amount of Rs 5.9
crore in dight yeass only proves thad
while there are many using the
resorirces, very few are sharing the
benefits, The blg plavers are still
fouting the rubes and escaping, We
need 1o come up with a proper
mechanism so that pilferages are
addressed,” 2aid Dr Ramachandra.
However, as per the state blodl-
versity board, a low amount of access
benetit sharing moaey is due o non-

Money break-up

2015-18 84 19,235,470
2016-17 B89 15,47,530
207-18 [ BA,74.858
201819 A 1.68,00,644
2018-20 45 2 67,060
2020-21 38 1,45,54,171
2071-22 38 B, 55,088

compliance on part of the compa-
nics,

“We have sent notices of non-
compliance to arownd 200 compa-
nies, mast of them from Bengalurn.
We have been writing letters to these
coinpanies and asking them to sub-
mit Form [ They are supposed to
provide information regarding the
usage of natural resources in the
form and seek permissian before
mieving ahesd s wsing the resourne.
es, However, there ane many default-
ors,” sald an official.

The board sabd the companies are
mu:.lhl,-' unaware al the N;lgni‘r.l
Provececie] and regulations under it,

“The companies that are sharing
thie benefits are those that are aware
of the regulations, We have conduct-
el workshops for thise companies in
theis picst and wee dre planning to.con-
duct a few more over the coming
months to spread awareness,” the
KRB official nold Bh,

Experts disagree
"With 21st century surveillance

mechanisms at our disposal, it is dif-

fleult to understand so much non-

We submitted
the to
the BBMP to
rocure funding
our activities.
It was up to BBMP

to reach out to the
board with a

funding proposal

under access

benefit sharing

compliance, The biggest loophole of
the system s a lack of monitoring at
the growmnd level due o inadeguate
statf. We need mord foob soldiers
Eeeping an cye on nataral resouroes
and illegal extraction; activate
Village Forest Committees (VICs)
that can rejuvenite and restore
degraded torest patchies by involving
tecal prople. How do these restric-
tlons work beautifully in the case of
researchers? wondered [Dr
Rarmachandra,
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323 crore spent for 1-day Modi visit

But most potholes ramuasmnyma:nnlymﬂds where VVIP convoy would pass were given facelift
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Good news for cyclists!

DULT all set to introduce unique 2.5 m

| Malvin Mathew

e-melvinmathew@timesdroup.com

TWEETS @BangatoraMIRROR

nan effort to improve the cy-

cling lane network, the Direc-

torate of Urban Land Transport

(DULT) is piloting a bi-direction-

al cycle lane on SK temple road
in Doddanekundi.

As part of this pilol project,
three unigue designs have been
chosen for testing, and the remain-
ing lanes will also come up In the
samme area. A 15 km o stretchy of road
hivt Been chasen in Doddancekundi
b test the designs.

One might have seen the pro-
tected cyele lape on Outer Ring
Road (CRRE) with two unidirectional
lanes on both sides, but now DULT
is looking at a bi-directional lane
where cyclists will be travelling In
two directions and the cyele lane
will be present only on one side.
These cyclie lanes are stightly wider
than the usual, each line being 2,5
metres widle. Usually, the lanes are
orn both sides of the road with a
width of 1.5 metres each.

Ihe design could be useful In
tharrow stretchies where demareit-
ing two oyce lanes is not feasible.

The cycle lane 1s separated by
unique X-shaped separators, differ-
ent from the long plasti bsi Laarils
on the ORR stretch

“As part of the 5uma Dod-
danekund| project, we recelved
a proposal to comstruct a lane in
this arca. We held a bicvele sepa-
rator challenge and selected three
designs. DULT provided a grant
ranging from 18 lakhs to 20 lakhs,
and based on car requirements, the
besims designed the separators,” il
DULT Commissioner, Manjula ¥,

She further informed that one
of the designs has already been in-

stalled bor a stretch of 300 m on 5K
Temphe roadd

The pew lane will prove helpful
1o students cycling to school,

“The stretch starts at Gopalan
School and all of them cyele to
school every day. While a protected
lane on both sides is not possible,
a bi-directicnal lane will provide a
safe commmunily to these students,”
siid Co-founder of Sensing Local,
Sobia Rafig, sensing locals have
heen playing a crucial role in bring-
Ing up L;.'q'l':ng inlrastructure in
Dosddanekundi,

Speaking about the unigue de-
sign of the bicycle separator, Co-
founder of Elemental Mobor Works,

-_——

ssibla for motoris

ch

We held a bicycle
separator challenge
and selected three
designs. DULT
provided a grant
ranging from 18 to 20
lakhs

-Manjula V, DULT Comemessionar
the designing company of the X-
shaped separatars, Pivush Verma,
said, "As part of the challenge, we
were supposed to design the separa-

tors that prevent water-logging, re-
mabn theft-prool (metal-free), have

wide bi-directional cycle lanes

Rl

L Plgaie
o anber tha lanes

a low carbson footpring, While it's
madi= fronn recycled plastic, it pro-
vides less incentive for theft. The X
design alse allows cvclists 1o stide
outside, but would deter motar-
ists froam entering the lane as they
would have to take a sharp turn.”

The separators have been placed
closely and would make it nearly
impossible for motorists to enter
the lane. They are designed in a
way that the angle of the X can be
changed and the helght Is also ad-
justable. “The vellow stripes on the
separators are reflectors and with
50 per cent reflective coating. They
will be wisible at night as well,™ he
adidbad,
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- ' Clean the road
Ly sﬂn 9 R Shantala Nagar

Problems in your area?®
Send us a picture along with
specific details. And please,
no phone calls or spamming

- Lights please

Cunningham Road °

[ Construction debris dumped
three months ago at Langford
Gardens Corner, Ward no 111,
Shantala Nagar. It has not been
cleared despite notices and
calls to BBMP.

None of the streetlights herein
Cunningham Road are
functioning for the past one
month making it very difficult
for motorists.



n the occasion of Interna-
tional Yoga Day, the Kayak-
ing Association conducted
a special yoga session on
water. Along with the rest of Ben-
galuru, the association held a yoga
session on the ground on Tuesday,
but to showcase their expertise
with water, the association decided
to hold a session on water as well,
The yoga session on the water was
conducted for the kavaking ath-
letes who practise in the Yele Mal-
lappa Shetty Lake in KR Puram.
Captian Dilip Kumar, Secretary
of Kayaking and Canoeing
Association of Karnataka, said, “As
water sports athletes, we want to do
something related to water.
Nineteen players took part in the
session using two dragon boats.

I

15
[

: T v
Kayaking Association conducts special yoga session on water

Floating yoga

Each dragon boat can accommo-
date 10 members.”

He said as they practise regularly
on the boats, the athletes have good
balance. “So, it was easy for us to do
yoga on boats. Since the players had
to stand and maintain balance, we
installed minor supports in the lake
but the boat was not anchored.”
Earlier, the athletes would struggle
to practise in the Yele Mallappa
Shetty kere due to the excessive
growth of weeds. But the associa-
tion said the weeds have been dis-
placed by the recent rains. “We
have also received principal approv-
al for funds from a company as part
of their Corporate Social
Responsibility to take up lake reju-
venation,” he added.

—Melvin Mathew
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Get, set,
booster-ready

he Bruhat Bengaluru Mahara-
Tguril Falike's (BEMP) door-to-

door campalgn advocating for
precautionary doses for Bengalure-
ans 60 or above has finally started.
While the campaign was supposed
to kick off in the first week of Jume,
it mot delayed due to the recently
completed sero-survey involving un-
wviccinated children in the age group
of 6-12 years,

A BEMTI* official said that the
progeamme would be accelerated
to make up for the delay. “We plan
o sccelerate the coverage among
thie vulnerable population. We have
been directed to scale up the precaiu-
tionary dose vacclnation amd the
docr-do-door campaign will help us
achieve that.”

Under the program, officials will
visit individual howses to inooulate
thise abowve 60 vears of age with the
booster dose, Offcials will be checks
ing foer individuals in this age gresup
whao have completed nine months
after the second jab, These individu-
als are being contiacted and the of-
ficials are trving to convince them
o get the booster dose as soon as
[rassibale,

Prespite the vaccine being avail-
able free of cost for the elderly, not
many have come forward to take QL.

According to official data, only
abrout 36 per cent of the popula-
tion above &0 years has received
the boaster dose. While around 9.5
lakh individwsals in this age group
received thelr second dose of the
vaccine, only about 3.5 lakh have re-
cebved the precautionary dose so far

"We have covered all eligible peo-
Me in the age groasp of 0 and above
with the first and the second dose of
vaccing, The door-to-door campaign
will speed wp the inoculation of pre-
cautlonary doses in this age group
(e, s the official,

When it comes to the age group
of 18-5%, only about 2.2 lakh indi-
viduals have taken the hooster shiot
in the city so far

The drive was planned by the
BEME after the centre annownced
launching a two-moenth, door-to-
door campaign to accelerate thie cov-
erage of booster jabs.
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Let’s call
them up

A helpline number to help
address civic issues in city

| ifrath.Fathima
atimesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangalereMIRROR

engaluru NavaNirmana Party
(BN has come up with a
helpline number for citizens
to resolve chvic lssues in thels
respective wards, ORD 47 190000, |
thwe helplinie viumber. This i done in
an effort to address unnesolved cvic
Issues like potholes, sludgy roads,
fallen brapches owing to recent ralns.
Unce the backend team notes the
civic problem and the locality, the
issue is then forwarded to the BNP
team located in the specific ward,
whio will further escalate the 55 to
the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BEMF) ward ¢nginecrs.
Lalithamba BY, core working
group member of BNP said, “We will
take el action, hecause wie
belivve in getting work done, As we
are actively invidved in the ward and
zonal meetings of the citizens with
BEMP officials. We are regularly in
touch with the officials.” Issues
involving other departments like
BWESHE and BESCOM will also be
taken up and forwarded to the offi-
cials, They also have an email id to
report the issues. "Cne can even
email at infolf nammabm poorg abouat
the clvic problem. BNP has tracked
ward meetings and has encouraged
ward residents to play an active role
in them. This is to ensure that every
rupee is well spent within their
respective wards,” added Lalithamba.
The BNF team said that though s
JLAKEED crore fas been spent on road
construction in the last fve vears,
maxst roads are ina pathetic state.
Citlzens said the BRMP Sahaaya
app has not worked well for them.
“Inspite of the number of complaints
made on the road condition a
Pottery Town, it remains unsolved.
Apps like these should help citlzens
in resolving complaints,” said
Adithva Mabiesh, resident of 5K
Crarden.
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Young eager to vote,
want strong BBMP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
id Bengaluru

IN a refreshing sign. 86 per cent
of Bengaluru's first-time vot-
ers expressed their intention to
cast their vote in the upeoming
BEMP polls. Janaagraha's City
Politics survey showed these
YOUrg vobers are eager to exer-
cize their franchise. While
their main concern is
tackling climate
change, 88 per cent of
these voters believe
that good local govern-
ance and astrong BEMP
are the keys to a better fu-

ture for Bengaluru.

With BEMP elections likely
to be held this vear, the Janaa-
graha Centre for Citizenship
and Democracy conducted a
City Politics survey to gauge
public perception on local
EOVErnAance,

Srinivas Alavilli, head of

Civic Participation at Janaag-
raha, said, “We tried to under-
stand the degree of awareness
citizens have about BEME par-
ticularly first-time voters. The
results showed a few under-
stand the role of BEME ward
corporators, ward comm ittees
ete. Voters want civic polls to be
conducted on the basis of eve-
ryday issues. To improve
our city, local govern-
ance must be strength-
ened, beginning with
participation in loeal
polls. Wenrge parties to
present a compelling vi-
gion for our city”™

Using strat ified random sam-
pling methodology, 503 peaple
from 27 wards across eight 2ores
were asked 20 questions. The
survey was conducted between
December 16, 2021, and January
2, 2022, and included people
from different age and socio-
economic groups, Alavilli said.

SURVEY

b= Only 17% of those surveyed know the name of the last Mayar,
97% know PM's name and 83% knew CM's name

b= BB% have never met their ward councillor, 87% are unaware of
ward committee meetings, 95% have never attended a ward
committee meeting, 22% had approached an MLA to resolve an
issue. By comparison, only 12% have met a councillor

b B7% of Bengaluru voters believe a strong councillor can ensune
better services and improved infrastructure for their wards

¥ 23% cited pedestrian infrastructure as the most significant
issue, 20% cited garbage collection, 169 traffic congestion, 15%
lack of availability of clean water

b B09% of voters are concerned about environmental issues and
climate change, 25% feel councillors accord environmental
issues noteworthy significance



BBMP chief
knee-deep in
flood, pothole
complaints

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
id Bengaluru

BEMP Chief Commissioner
Tushar Girinath was flood-
ed with complaints and sug-
gestions over civic issues
during the ‘Mukhyva Avuk-
tara Nade Valavada Kade'
(Chief Commissioner'swalk
towards zone) initiative at
Bommanahalli.

Dozens of Resident Wel-
fare Associations and people
submitted representations.

After the meeting, Giri-
nath told THNIE that he has
received many complaints
regarding Aooding of homes,
overflowing of drainsdue to
piling of sludge, illegal con-
struection and others.

“The silt will be removed
soon, and notices will be
sent to building owners. Res-
idents have also asked for
shredders in their zones as
tree branches and leaves are
going to waste sites. There
are complaints of footpath
encroachment, potholes and
drainage problems at Sector
6and 7, which will be looked
into,” he said.

Falike's acquiring of rev-
enue pockets have added to
HSE Lavout's woes, The
chairman of all sectors’ as
gociations of HSE Lavout,
BNER Reddy said the resi-
dents in some sectors fear
flooding of homes during
rain when the storm water
drains swell.

“Tthas been longsince the
drains were cleaned. The
BEMP took many revenue
pockets into its limits with-
out planning. The residents
from the revenue pockets let
the waste water, garbage
intodrains,” he said.
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PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi's visit gave a major in-
frastructure boost to Bengalu-
ru, with BEMP spending
around F23.5 crore to do up the
city Expenses included tar-
ring of roads, fixing pothaoles,
covering drains and marking
fresh white lines on newly
tarred roads.

Special Commissioner
Ravindra told TNIE that it
was a long-term project and
sprucing up was not done
only for the PM's visit.

It is said that Rs 14 crore
was spent on fixing roads in
and around Kommaghatta,
Hebbal and the surroundings,
around Rs 10 crore for fixing
existing streetlights and in-
stalling new ones, and alsofix-
ingdrains with concrete slabs.
“The Palike spent around Rs
3.5 crore. We took up develop-
ment work and it is for long
duration,” said Ravindra.

As per information, expens-
es for the visit are taken from
the accounts of the commis-

Secretariat staff perform pranayama
at Vikasa Soudna | WAGARAJA GADEKAL

SPENTONBENGALURU
MAKEOVER FORPM VISIT

Drains and streetlights fixed in one week

sioner and administrators, It
is said these areas were crav-
ing for attention from civic
agencies for the past few vears,
bt suddenly the BEMP com-
pleted work in just 4 to 7 days.

RWAs smell arat

General Secretary of Nagari-
kara Kshemabhivridhi Sang-
ha (an RWA forum) 5 Sudar-
shan said work in Kengeri
Upanagara, Hemmigepura
and Ullal wards was taken up
in a hurry with roads being
repaired or tarred even when
it rained. “In a month's time,
BEMP's work willbe exposed,”
he said, adding that work was
done without job code, estima-
tion and work list.

The project estimation was
prepared by the Chief Engi-
neer and AEE of Yeshwanth-
pur assembly segment, but
work was taken up by the Ma-
jor Roads section to help con-
tractors, he alleged.

BEMP official from Major
Roads department refuted the
charges and said work was
taken up under 4G exemption
from the government itself.

Infrastructure expert MA
Sreehari said as the PM's visit
was decided months in ad-
vance, the Palike should have
done its work earlier, to avoid
inflationary costs, “The exer-
cise was to please the PM. As
per the Indian Road Congress,
a road’s durability is 10 vears,
bt now, two heavy showers are
enough to destroy it,” he said.

Members of the Kayaking and Canoeing Association of Kamataka perform
yogaon Yele Mallappa Shetty lake in KR Puram an Tuesday

Stretch, breathe in, exhale

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

BEMGALURU was up early
on a cool Tuesday to stretch
on yoga mats.

While Prime Minister
Marendra Modi performed
voga in Mysuru, civic agen-
ey officials from Bescom,
transport department, and
high court judges, led by ex-
ample in the city

But what enthralled many
Bengalureans was the Kay-
aking and Canoeing Associa-
tion of Karnataka which per-
formed voga session on boats
at YMClake in KR Puramon
Tuesday morning, executing
executed asanas to the hilt.

Judges and advocates of
Karnataka HC participated
in the International Yoga

Day event on the high court
premises while BEME chiefl
comm issioner Tushar Giri-
nath along with other zonal
commissioners and staffers
performed asanas at the
head office. Urban DC JMan-
junath also took part.

Many schools and colleges
organised special sessions for
voga day In Greenwood High
School, students performed
vogaalong with their fathers.
Afterperforming voga, many
private and government
gchools decided tocall it aday
while others continued with
their regular dasses.

IT-BT Minister Dr CN
Ashwath Naravan also par-
ticipated in the yoga session
on Tuesday along with more
than 900 students in his con-
stituency in Malleswaram.
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Omicron sub-lineages behind Covid
surge, shows waste water analysis

BA.4, BA.5 variants in 30 cases, samples of 370 awaited; No fourth wave yet

SHILPA P @Bengaluru

GENOME sequencing (GS)
tests on samples of 30 Covid-19
infected persons as well as sew-
age surveillance has indicated
that the sudden spurt in Covid
cases in Bengaluru has been
due to two sub-lineages of the
Omicron variant of SARS-
CoV-2 virus, which causes the
disease. However, the Indian
Sars-CoV-2 Genomics Consor-
tium (INSACOG) at the nation-
al level is vet to confirm this,
according to health department
officials, who said this is not
vet the fourth wave of the
pandemic.

The two sub-lineages, BA .4
and BA.5, were detected in
waste water analvsis — or
sewage surveillance —done in
multiple samples in
Bengaluru.

The reports of GS tests of

samples of the 30 people who
had tested positive for RT-PCR
tests, revealed the presence of
BA.4 and BA.5, while reports
of tests conducted on samples
of 370 other infected people
are awaited.

“The viral load analysis of
waste water of over 100 sam-
ples from sewage treatment
plants, manholes, and open
drains was done inall wards of
Bengaluru this month. These
BA.4 and BA.5S sub-lineages of
Omicron are being mainly
found in samples of waste wa-
ter of Bellandur, where nine
clusters are found.” officials
said. However, Health Commis-
sioner D Randeep said, “There
is neither a steady nor expo-
nential rise in cases or multiple
clustering cases. So we cannot
term it as the fourth wave
vet.”

Meanwhile, a Covid Techni-

cal Advisory Committee (TAC)
member said: “Unless a new
“Wariant Of Concern’ (VOC)
that is immune-escaping, is re-
ported by the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) and Centre’s
INSACOG and Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC&P), we cannot call the
surge in cases the fourth wave
of Covid.”

In Bengaluru, while 25 clus-
ters were found in apartments,
health officials said most clus-
ters were detected when those

travelling abroad underwent
Covid tests. In Mahadevapura
zone alone, among 24 clusters
in apartments, nine clusters
are in Bellandur, two are in
Hagadur, four in Varthur, one
in Kadugodi, one in Horamavu
and one in Vignan Nagar. One
cluster is in an apartment in
Rajarajeshwari Nagar zone,
and another in an individual
house in Yelahanka. At present,
there are 28 clusters in
Bengaluru.

“Cases are rising mainly be-
cause people are travelling
since there are no travel restric-
tions. Besides, people are not
following Covid protocol even
in public rallies and spaces,
and are showing reluctance in
taking the precautionary dose,”
said an officer

On Tuesday, Karnataka re-
ported 738 Covid-19 cases, with
698 from Bengaluru.
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Bengaluru is truly living up to its reputation as the Garden City of India.
Here, residents of Bilekahalli have placed a palm in a pothole to attract the
attention of BEMP officals | asmisuxrisuna we



‘Some Omicron
Variants Escaping
Antibodies from
Sinopharm Shot’

Reuters

Beijing: A small Chinese
study detailed in The Lancet
Infectious Diseases journal
showed neutralising antibod-
ies against some Omicron sub-
variants were largely undetec-
table after two doses of a Sino-
pharm Covid-19 vaccine, witha
booster shot only partly restor-
ing them.The study comes as
China, which has approved on-
ly locally developed Covid
shotsincludingthe Sinopharm
vaccine, strives toimprove vac-
cination rates, maintaining a
“dynamic zero Covid” policy
aimed at eradi-
cating all out-
breaks while
many countries
o © have adopted an
approach of
learning to live
with the virus.The vaccine,
BBIBP-CorYV, is one of the two
Sinopharm Covid shots ap-
proved for use in China, and is
also the main shot that the
state-owned firm has exported.
Among 25 individuals who re-
ceived two doses of BBIBP-
CorV vaccine, the neutralising
activity against sub-variants
such as BA.2.121 and BA.4/
BA.5"was not or only minimal-
ly detectable”, researcherssaid
in correspondence published
on Monday.

Neutralising activity against
those sub-variants was observ-
ed in just 24-48% of subjects
who received a BBIBP-CorV
booster shot.
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