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14-year-old girl
run over by
garbage truck

BENGALURY BUREAU
REMOALLIRL

A 1-year-old girl, who was
returning home after writ-
ing her last exam of Class
IX, was killed, while a biker
and another woman ped-
estrian escaped narrowly
when a speeding garbage
truck knocked them down
in front of Hebbal police
station on Monday.

The deceased has been
identified as Akshaya,
daughter of Narasimha
Murthy and Geetha. The fa-
mily hails from Kolar and
was residing in Vishwa-
natha Nagenahalli.

Police said the incident
pecurred  around 1245
p.m. when the girl was
crossing the road opposite
Hebbal underpass to re-
turn home. It is alleged
that water logging in the
underpass after heavy rain
on Sunday evening had
forced pedestrians 10 Cross
the busy road.

The driver of the truck
heading towards Airport
Road hit the girl and
crashed into a bike and car.
The bike rider, a private
company employee, e€s-
caped with injuries, while
Akshaya died on the spot
as she came under the rear
wheel.

Another woman pedes-
trian, identified as Sou-
mya, 40, was also imjured
and they were shifted to 2
private hospital in Hebhal
and are recovering, the
police added.

CONTINUED ON k PAGE 2
RELATED REFORT #PAGE 2

’ CE

on charges of reckless driv-
ing and causing death due to

negligence.
Water-logged mderpass'

14-year-old girl run over
by garbage truck

The truck also collided with
a cab before coming to a
halt. The driver escaped,
leaving the truck behind,
but was later :

Based on a complaint by
girl's father, a case has been
registered in R.T. Nagar traf-
fic police station. The driver,
Manjunath, 35, was arrested

Mr. Murthy alleged that
there was water logging in
the underpass due to heavy
rain on Sunday evening and

pedestrians were not able to
use the underpass. This
forced Akshaya, along with
two women, to cross the
main road when the truck
driver, who was overspeed-
ing, lost control and hit his

daughter and two other veh-
icles, he said.

An officer from Hebbal
police station said the staff
had complained to BBMP
control room about the wa-
ter logging early morning,
but no one came to clear the
water, The police are con-
templating booking a case
against BBMP officials.

The spot, where the stu-
dent was mowed down, is
yards away from a skywalk
and a pedestrian underpass.
The BBMP, which is the cus-
todian of roads and foot-
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14-year-old Akshya was
killed in an accident near

Hebbal flyover in Bengaluru '

paths in the city, claims that
both the underpass and sky-
walk, which is equipped
with lift, is used by citizens.

Around six months ago,
home guards were posted at
pedestrian underpasses that
are actively used in the city,
including the one at Hebbal
junction.

After inspecting the spot
with Additional Chiel Secre-
tary of Urban Development
Department and administra-
tor Rakesh Singh, BBMP's
Chiel Commissioner Gaurav
Gupta said the signal-free
corridor  witnesses  heavy
density of vehicular move-
ment, nearly 30,000 PCU
(passenger car units) per
hour.

The median is also very
high - around 4 ft - to pre-
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The staff had
complained to

BEMP control i
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taken. We are |
contemplating
booking a case
against BBMP
officials

POLICE DFFICER
Hebbal police suatwimn

vent surface crossing by
pedestrians.

“The traffic police are
looking at CCTV footage.
BBMP will also take stringent
action against officials con-
cerned in case of any negli-
gence,” he said.

Admitting that there was
some amount of water stag-
nation in the underpass, he
said the home guards deput-
ed at the spot had informed
civic officials that the under-
pass was being used. The
water had been cleared from
the underpass, he claimed.

Meanwhile, the Solid
Waste Management (SWM)
Cell officials stated that the
truck that was involved in
the accident had come from
Hombegowdanagar.

“It is a private truck that
was working for the BEMI,
However, there is no insignia
of BBMP on the truck,” a se-
nior civic official told The
Hincu,
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Need to study pedestrian
facilities comes to the fore

~ Several underpasses and skywalks built by the BBMP remain unused

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURL

The accident at Hebhal junc-
tion that took the life of a 14-
year-old student has not on-
Iv underscored the impor-
tance of pedestrian faclities,
but also their accessibility.

There are many pedes-
trian underpasses and sky-
walks that have been con-
structed by the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) actoss the city.
But for a few, many of these
facilities remain either un-
der-utilised or largely un-
used, as citzens seem fto
prefer at-grade crossing,

Statistics over the past
three years show that a total
number of 598 pedestrians
have been killed in and
around the city - 278 pedes-
trians were killed in 2019,
164 in 2020 and 161 in 2021
Though the number of
deaths have slightly re-
duced, the death rates could
further be contained if traffic
rules are followed.

Analysis of the pedestrian
accidents conducted by
the traffic police revealed
that over 70% of the pedes-
trian deaths in and around
the city occurred due to

the roads other
than designated pedestrian
crossing. Though there are

ample number of pedestrian
crossings present, people
jaywalk on roads and jump
medians which is a matter of
serious concern, B.R. Ravi-
kanthe Gowda, joint Com-
missioner of Police (traffic)
had noted.

Recently, as part of a spe-
cial drive, the traffic police
had surveyed and prepared
a list of 240 high rise pedes-
trian crossings across the ci-

' ty. The BBMP had commit-

ted to taking up 50 high rise
pedestrian  crossings on
priority and remaining in a
phased manner, Meanwhile,
to create awareness amorng
pedestrians, the traffic poli-
ce have selected highly sensi-
tive places across the city to
conduct awareness drives,
which includes levying viola-
tors a fine of 710 for symbolic

purposes, as mentioned in
the Motor Vehicle Act, 1988.

BBMP's chief commission-
er Gaurav Gupta admitted
that many pedestrian under-
passes were not utilised. Cit-
ing the example of Basavesh-
wara Circle, he said many of
the underpasses did not find
favour with citizens, who
preferred to cross the road at
the signals.

“This is, however, not
possible on radial, arterial
roads that witness heavy
vehicular movement, such
as Tin Factory, Silk Board
Junction, Hosur Road and
Ballari Road,” he said, ad-
ding that civic officials were
in constant touch with traffic
police on road and pedes-
trian safety issues.

Sapna Karim, head of civ-
ic participation at Janaagra-

ha, stressed on the need for
a comprehensive plan for
pedestrian  mobility. “In-
stead of knee-jerk reactions
to accidents, the BBMP must
have budgets and target dea-
dlines to fix issues, which
must be done locally. The
ward committees may be in-
volved in surveying the foot-
paths and roads. A mult-
vear plan is needed to fix the
problems,” she said.

She also said there was a

‘need to study the pedestrian

usability of underpasses and
skywalks, apart from stron-
ger traffic calming measures
in areas with high pedestrian
footfalls, “This has to be
done by the traffic police in
coordination  with  the
BBMP,” she added.

Bengaluru NavaNirmana
Party’s Srikanth Narasimhan
recalled the protests by local
communities that led the
BBMP to construct a skywalk
at the Beniganahalli junction
on Old Madras Road.

“There is no doubt that
more such pedestrian facili-
ties are needed. Crossing bu-
sy roads where such pedes-
trian facilities exist should
be made a punishable of
fence. The BBMP could put
up signs urging citizens to
use pedestrian facilities,” he
said.



“COVID-19 fourth wave
expected in August: Sudhakar

‘However vaccination has covered a large population’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURUD
While the number of fresh
COVID-19 cases fell below
100 in Karnataka after near-
ly nine months on Monday,
Health Minister K. Sudhakar
said the fourth wave was ex-
pected in the country in Au-
gust this year but added that
there is no need to panic
since vaccination drive had
covered a large population.

- Insisting that the COVID
protocol had to be followed,
the Minister informed the
Legislative Council the var-
iant BA.2 that was first de-
tected in Philippines had
been reported in 40 coun-
tries so far. The mathemati-
¢al calculations of Indian In-
stitute  of
Kanpur has also predicted
peaking of the fourth wave
' :

Technology

in August, he said respond-
ing to a question by BJP
member Sashil Namoshi.
"We need to be on high alert
and I will also discuss the is-
sue with Chief Minister Ba-
savaraj Bommai soon."

Dr. Sudhakar pointed out
that 4.97 crore persons in
the State has taken vaccina-
tion, of which 4.76 crore
have been vaccinated with
both doses. In all, 10.25
crore doses of vaccine has
been administered in the
State, which took the vacci-
nation rate to 96 %. "There
is no need to panic as most
people have been
vaccinated."

Meanwhile, Karnataka on
Monday reported 71 new
cases of COVID-19 taking the
total to 39,44,785. It was on
June 28 and 29, 2021 last

when Karnataka had report-
ed 89 and 93 cases respec-
tively. Of the 71 cases, 53
were reported from Benga- -
luru Urban. The day’s test

positivity rate in the State
stood at 0.35%. :

With two deaths, the
State’s toll rose to 40,039.
With this, the day’s Case Fa-
tality Rate (CFR) touched :
2.81%. This is apart from 42
deaths of patients due to
non-COVID-19 reasons. As
many as 173 persons were
discharged on Monday tak-
ing the total recoveries to
39,02,813. Active cases re-
duced to 1,891.

As many as 20,272 tests
were conducted in the last
24 hours, including 17,460
RT-PCR tests. With this, the
total number of tests rose to
6,53,15,408.
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Govt mulling ,,

booster jabs
for all adults

Experts saya third Covid vax
shot will boost immunity

NEW DELHI, DHNS

ith 97% of adults
having received a
single shot and 84%

fullyvaccinated, the Centreis
considering allowing booster
doses of Covid-19 vaccines for
alladultsamid anew surge in
infectionsinparts of Asiaand
Europe.

Currently, healthcare and
frontline workers and those
aged above 60 years are be-
ing administered precaution
doses. All people aged above
60 have been made eligible
for the precautionary third
dose of Covid vaccine.

Public health experts, on
the basis of scientific evi-
dence, are also in favour of
a third shot to boost the im-
munity.

“Based onthe datafromthe
UK, the vaccine effectiveness
against symptomatic disease
(all vaccine brands combine)
against BA.1 and BA.2 vari-
ants drop from around 69-
77% in the first four weeks
(after the vaccination) to 10%
against B.1 and 18% against
BA.2 after 25 weeks. Assum-
ing symptomaticdiseasesasa
proxy for complications seen
during post-Covid infection,
it is reasonable to expand

BOOSTER SAGA

(doses administered)

43.68 lakh

Healthcare workers

66.83 lakh

Frontline workers

1.08 crore
Over 60 years

boosterstoalltheeligible age
groups,” Giridhar Babu, an
epidemiologist at the Public
Health Foundation of India,
told DH.

Theissueechoedinthe Ra-
jyaSabha after Shiv Sena MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi asked
the government to come
out with clear guidelines
for boosters for those under
60. She said several countries
were imposing strict condi-
tions for foreign travellers.

‘When asked about extend-
ing boosters to all adults, a
health ministry official said,
“No decision has been taken
yet by the Union Ministry of
Health on considering low-
ering the eligible age limit to
receive the precaution dose.”
» Booster doses, Page 5
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BOOSTER DOSES,
FROM PAGE 1

The clarification comes in
the wake of reports that such
a proposal is under review.
“The government is consid-
ering allowing booster doses
of Covid vaccine to all those
above 18 years in view of a
surge in infections in parts of
the world and ease difficulties
faced during international
travel,” news agency PTI re-

Govt may be mulling
oster doses for all adults

ported quoting an unnamed
source.

The sixth phase of India’s
Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme began on March 16
when the campaign was ex-
panded toinclude for children
intheage group of 12-14 years.
Inlessthanaweek’stime, near-
ly 321akh childrenreceived the
firstdose.

More than 181 crore doses
of Covid-19vaccines have been
administered so far.
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14-year-old girl run over while
trying to cross road in B'luru

BENGALURU, DHNS: A 14-year-
old girl died after she was run
over by agarbage tipper while
trying to cross the busy Air-
port Road near Hebbal bus
stand. Akshaya was a student
of Stella Maris school in Sa-
dashivanagar limits.
Akshaya along with four
others were forced to walk
across the road median as
the pedestrian subway was

waterlogged
due to rains
2 | on Sunday. “A
| speeding
| BBMP garbage
tipper knocked
her down and
she died on
the spot,” said an eye-wit-
ness, adding that the tipper
subsequently rammed into a
two-wheeler and a car. P3

Akshaya

DH

Akshaya's dreams ofhecomiﬁﬁ“; pilot came toacrashing end

BENGALURU, DHNS

Fourteen-year-old Aksha-
ya aimed for the skies as she
dreamt of becoming a pilot.
Butherlifehad been tragically
cutshortbyaspeeding garbage
tipper that ran her over near
the Hebbal police station on
Monday.

Akshaya, said to be a tal-
ented student, was on her way
home in Kunti Grama near
Hebbal when the accident

happened. In the company of
her younger sister and three
others, Akshaya tried crossing
the city’s busiest road.

Eldest of the three children,
Akshaya always told her father
Narasimhamurthy, a BMTC
driver, and homemaker moth-
er Geetha that she will make
them proud. But the father
was distraught when he got a
call from his second daughter
informing himabout the tragic
incident.

“She always wanted to be
a pilot and studied hard. She
would study till late night and
wake up in the morning to re-
visewhatshestudied the previ-
ousday. She would never spend
evenasingle paisa and collect-
ed every amount handed over
to her,” Narasimhamurthy
recalled.

To make her pilot dreams
come true, the family had be-
gunsaving money two yearsin
advance. “We are a poor fami-

ly. It will be difficult to muster
such a huge amount for high-
er education after PUC. So, we
had started saving from now.
She was aware of our hard
work andalways consoledus by
recalling her dreams and with
her good scores,” Narasimha-
murthy said.

The anguished parentasked:
“Who do we blame in this sys-
tem?”

“As commoners, we can’t
change anything in the society.

Thisisour mistake. As parents,
wefailed toearn moreandsend
our children safely to school in
avanor bus. This will continue
to hauntus till our death.”

Rs 2 lakh compensation

Hebbal MLA Byrathi Suresh,
who visited the accident spot
inthe evening, regretted the in-
cidentand condoled Akshaya’s
death. He also handed over a
cheque for Rs 2 lakh to Aksha-
ya’s father as compensation.
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Speeding garbage tipper runs
over 14-year-old girl at Hebbal

Dies crossing busy
Airport Road

—v—

BENGALURU, DHNS

14-year-old girl died on

the spot when a gar-

age tipper ran her over

while crossing the road at the

busy Airport Road at the Heb-
bal bus stand.

Akshaya, a class 9 student
at Stella Maris School in Sa-
dashivanagar limits, was
forced to cross the road with
four others over the median
since the pedestrian subway
was flooded due to rain that
pounded the city on Sunday.

“An overspeeding BBMP
garbage tipper knocked her
downand she died on the spot.
Two others were also injured
in the chain of accidents as
the tipper rammed into a
two-wheeler and a car,” ex-
plained an eye-witness at the
Hebbal police station.

DCP (Traffic) North S Sav-
idha, whovisited the spot, said:
“The girls were crossing the
road from the Seeds Corpora-
tion side to the Hebbal police
station around 12.50 pm. Po-
lice personnel had flagged the
BBMP officials about the wa-

terlogged subway at 9 am and
asked them to clear the water.”

However,the BBMP person-
nelarrived atthe spot only after
the accident and cleared the
water. The DCP explained that
theywillsoon submitadetailed
reportto the control room.

The group of five children
included Akshaya’s younger
sister as well as Soumya, 28,
who suffered minor injuries
inthe accident. Vikas, 42, who
was riding the moped suffered
afracture in the leg. “Soumya
had a minor swelling and was
given first aid and left the hos-
pital, whereas Vikas was shift-
ed to Manipal Hospitals (Heb-
bal) for further treatment,”
said a source at a private hos-
pital where the injured were
first taken.

Manjunath, 35, who drove
the tipper, has been arrested
and a case has been registered
against him for negligent driv-
ing and overspeeding at the
RT Nagar traffic policestation.

The garbage tipper involved
intheaccident.

Pebple gather'at theéé_cidentspohere te I

ass9 udentied whileshe wscrossin

theroad at the busy Airport Road at Hebbal. bH PHOTOS/B K JANARDHAN

BBMP chief: Don’t take risks while crossing roads

BBMP Chief Commissioner
Gaurav Gupta, who visited
the spotalong with BBMP
Administrator Rakesh
Singh, said: “We should
ensure such an accident
never happens again.”
“The public shouldn’t
risk their lives,” he said.
“Though crossing the road

onaskywalk or a subway
takes more time, they
should opt forit,” Gupta
said.

“In this particular inci-
dent, I don’t want to discuss
who is at fault. Police will
decide that based on their
investigation,” Gupta
added, pointing out that

the subwayisina usable
condition. “I inspectedit.
Itisnotdark or in an unus-
able state. Pedestrians are
using it even now.”

Sources said officials
had instructed engineers
toraise the median’s height
on the particular stretch of
theroad.
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Fourth wave likelyin Aug: Sudhakar

BENGALURU, DHNS: Amid
reports of a new Covid vari-
ant (BA.2) surging globally,
Health Minister Dr K Sudha-
kar on Monday told the Leg-
islative Council that India is
likely to witness the fourth
wave in August. The minis-
ter, however, allayed fears,
pointing at widespread vac-

cination. Recalling the math-
ematical model and studies
conducted by IIT-Kanpur,
Sudhakar said, “The fourth
Covid wave is likely to peak
in August as per their report.
But we need not panic as we
have extensively carried out
vaccination drive.”

Details on Page 5
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Covid fourth wave likely
in August, says Sudhakar

BENGALURU, DHNS: Amid
reports of a new Covid vari-
ant (BA.2) surging globally,
Health and Medical educa-
tion Minister Dr K Sudhakar
on Monday told the Legis-
lative Council that India is
likely to witness the fourth
wave of Covid in August
2022. However, the minis-
tersaid therewasnoneed to
panic, given the widespread
vaccination.

Replying to a question
by BJP member Shashil G
Namoshi during the Zero
Hour, Dr Sudhakar said, “A
new variant of the Omicron
(BA.2) was first reported
in the Philippines and now
thishasspread to40various
countries. Hence, we need
to be on high alert and take
Covid-appropriate precau-
tions.”

The minister said that he
would soon hold a meeting

with the chief minister as
well. Recalling the mathe-
matical model and studies
conducted by the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT)-Kanpur, the minister
said, “The fourth wave is
likely to peak in August as
per their report. But we
need not panic as we have
extensively carried out vac-
cination drive.”

So far, Karnataka has ad-
ministered more than 10.25
crore doses of the Covid
vaccine.

“While more than 4.97
crore persons have taken the
first dose, more than 4.76
crore persons have been
jabbed with both the doses,
with an overall vaccination
rate of 96% in the state. The
vaccination among the
12-year-olds and above cate-
goryisalso progressingas per
expectation,” Sudhakar said.
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Vehicles navigate aflooded Palace Road ing a dn Monda.

DHPHOTO/ANUP RAGHT

City receives light rain for
second consecutive day

BENGALURU, DHNS

any parts of the city
experienced light

rain on Monday eve-

ning as the depression over
the Andaman Sea intensified.
Much of the rain fell over
the South, East and Ma-
hadevapura zones. Between
Sunday and Monday, the city
received 6.2 mm rainfall, ac-

cording to the Indian Meteo-
rological Department (IMD).

“The deep depression is
centered 120 kilometers away
from the Andaman Sea. There
is another upper air cyclonic
circulation in South Chhat-
tisgarh, 1.5 km above the sea
level,”asenior IMD meteorol-
ogist said.

City residents were thrilled
to feel the chill in the air by

the evening once the rain
subsided. The rain affected
traffic movement in the Cen-
tral Business District (CBD),
partsof South Bengaluru,and
airport road. Cloudy weather
and gusty winds are expected
to continue in the city for the
nexttwodays. “Thundershow-
ers are likely at some places
until March 23.” the meteo-
rologist added.
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SC may allow

govtto

probe

fake claims for
Covid ex gratia

Says deadline of 4 weeks for
seeking solatium ‘too low’

v

ASHISH TRIPATHI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Supreme Court on
TMonday indicated that

it may allow the Centre
to make a random check of
overall claims processed by the
States for exgratia paymentsto
the families of Covid-19 victims.

Abenchof Justices MR Shah
and B V Nagarathna also said
the top court may __
grant 60 days time
for filing claims for
the persons who have
already died and in
case of future deaths,
such claims can be
made within 90 days
time.

The courtalso said the Cen-
tre’s suggestion for fixing four
weeks time for making claims
was “too low”.

The bench reserved its or-
der on the application filed
by the Union government for
fixing a timeline of making ex
gratia claimsandallowingitto
conductsamplescrutiny of the
claims, in view of “flourishing
racket” to make claims on the
basis of fake or forged death
certificate in connivance with
local officers. It said the order
would be passed by Wednes-
day.

Italsoasked Solicitor Gener-

al Tushar Mehta to give some
statistics on States which
were high on anumber of fake
claims.

In his submission, Meh-
ta said the Centre wanted
to probe claims made in the
States of Andhra Pradesh, Ma-
harashtra, Gujaratand Kerala.

During the hearing, the
courtsoughttoknowtheagen-
cy which can be entrusted to
launch a probe into
fake claims.

The court was told
the National Disaster
Management Au-
thority or the Legal
Services Authority
can be asked to look
into the matter.

“Therehastobesomecheck
on the claims. There should
be some statutory power to
probe,” the bench said as the
counsel said it can be done un-
der Section 52 of the Disaster
Management Act.

The top court has been ex-
amining the compliance of its
judgementof June 30,2021 for
disbursal of ex gratia to kin of
Covid-19 victims, passed in a
PIL filed by advocate Gaurav
Kumar Bansal.

Sofarover 5.16lakhsdeaths
have taken place due to the
Covid-19 pandemic in the
country.
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‘Expect an uptick in
Covid cases in US due
to new BA.2 variant’

WASHINGTON, PTI

highly contagious
As/ub-variant of Omicron
ariant of Covid-19,
known as BA.2, could soon
lead to another uptick in coro-
navirus cases in the US, the
country’s top infectious dis-
ease expert haswarned.

White House Chief Medical
Advisor Dr Anthony Faucisaid
the subvariant is estimated to
account for around 30 per
cent of all new casesin the US,
and is also the most dominant
variant in the country, CNBC
reported on Sunday.

Fauci said BA.2 is about 60
per cent more transmissible
than Omicron, but it does not
appear to be more severe.

“It does have an increased
transmission capability,” Fau-
ci said on Sunday on ABC’s
“This Week.” “However,when
you look at the cases, they do
not appear to be any more se-
vere and they do not appear
to evade immune responses
either from vaccines or prior
infections,” he explained.

Fauci said that vaccines
and booster shots remain the
best means to prevent serious
illness fromthevirus.'The vari-
anthasalreadycausedasurge
in cases in China and parts of
Europe. Indian-origin US Sur-
geon General Vivek Murthy
on Sunday expressed concern

HK to lift ban
on flights from

O countries

BHong Kong will
resume international
flights from the United
States, Britainand
seven other countries,
the government said
Monday as it announced
aloosening of some of
the world’s toughest
Covid-19 restrictions,
reports AFP

overthelackof fundingtofight
the coronavirus pandemic.

“When we look at what’s
happening around the world
and over the last two years, we
recognise that when cases in-
creasein one partofthe world,
that oftenleadstoincreasesin
the other part of the world.
And we should be prepared
that,youknow, Covid-19hasn’t
gone away,” he told Fox News
inaninterview.

“There may be rises and
falls in cases in the months
ahead. But here’s the key, our
goal is to keep people out of
the hospital, it’s to save their
lives, and we have more tools
to do that than ever before.
So, our focus should be on
preparation, not on panic,” he
said.
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BBMP garbage truck mows
down glrl crossmgBallarl Rd

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A 14-year-old
girl, who was attempting to
cross Ballari Road asthe nea-
rest pedestrian subway was
filled with dirty water, was
mowed down by a BBMP gar-
bage truck in Hebbal, north
Bengaluru, on Monday.

The class 9 student, Aks-
haya N, was returning home
with her sister, Sandhya, 12,

» She’d be alive if BBMP had
cleared subway: Mother, P 2

Akshaya (L) was
forced to cross
the road since
the nearest
subway was

and two other schoolmates.

The quartet, all students
of a private school in Vyali-
kaval, near Sadashivnagar,
alighted from a BMTC bus
around 12.10pm and were to
go towards the other side of
the national highway to re-
ach their homes.

Driver of Pavagada
bus granted bail

Raghunath. 34, thedriver
of the speeding private
bus who fled after the vehicle
toppled in Pavagada taluk

on Saturday killing six
passengers, was arrested and
released on bail after a few
hoursin police custody. He
has been booked for causing
death due to negligence and
forrashdriving.P3

Sandhya said they came
to the subway at the start
of the flyover to cross the ro-
ad, but decided against ente-
ring it as it was inundated
withdirty water.

“We came back to the ro-
ad. Two others and I crossed
the road. As I was reaching

themedian, Iturned back and
noticed Akshaya was trying
to cross the road and was sho-
uting: ‘Please wait for me.” As
I looked on, a speeding truck
knocked her down,” Sandhya
said amid sobs.

» ‘Informed BBMP’, P 2
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Had informed
Palike of
flooding: Cops

» Continued from page 1

injured Akshaya to the

Yelahanka government
hospital where she died a lit-
tle later: The truck hit a cab
and a two-wheeler which had
slowed down on seeing the
girls crossing the road and
then ran over
Akshaya. DCP
(traffic-north)
Savitha S said
traffic  police
had informed
BBMP as early
asat9amthat the pedestrian
subway was waterlogged,
butlittle was donetoclear it.

Police shifted a seriously

Driver arrested
“*Had BEMPacted intime, the
child’s life could have been
saved. As of now, we have
booked the truck driver un-
der IPC 304A (causing death
due tonegligence),” she said.
The driver, Manjunath,
35, has been arrested.
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What's the status of Covid-19
vax for U-12 kids: HC to govt

Centre Asked To File Report In 3 Weeks On Plea By 12-Year-Old

Abhinav.Garg
Atimesgroup,cam

Mew Delhi: The Delthi HC on
Monday ashed the Centre to
Inform it on fhe stagus of Co
vid-1# vacgination for chil-
drem below 12 years of age.

A bench of acting Chief
Justice ¥Wipin Sanghi and
Justice Mavin Chawla
sought a status report from
the Centre an the isswe and
gavie it theee weeks time o
present its report.

[t gave thisdirection after
hoaring a PILMed on behalf
of & 12vearold il and
another petitioner, seeking
directions for  Immed e
vaccination of those in
1ha 13-17 HEL Eroup
on grounds that there are
fears that the third wave of
Covid-19could aflect them,

Senior adwcare Kailash
Vasdew appearing for the
petitioners, submitied thal
more than 5% of children
are not able 1o 4o to school as
they are yet tobe vaccinated,
which isaserious issue.
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BACK TO SCHOOL: More than 50% of childsen are not being abbe to
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go to schood as they were not yet vaccinated against Covid-19, argued
the lawyer far the petitionars in Delhi high court

The bench noted that
children aged 12 years and
above have started receiving
vaceination recently, so the
petitioner's grievance
stands partially addressed,

“Wo are asking lor vaocl:
nationof allchildren, Pleass
give it to everyvone, all areen-
Tiled o go to school and tha
HOVETTIMENT st come oLt
with & policy on this at the
earliest,” Vasdey contendead,

urging the court to seek a
timeline by which the Centre
plans torall mit vaccination
for those below 12 years.

The hizgh cotirt noted that
it is for expert bodies in-
valved inthe process, incluad-
ing Miti Ayog, which has to
takea call if aparticularvac:
cine issafe ornoet.

Filed 1ast vear by one Tin
Gupta 12, and another pet:
itioner, who is the mother of

a minor child, the petition
claimed that aceording lothe
data of number of people in-
fected from April toMay 2021,
the number of reported
cases where children were
infected "has risen tremen-
dously”, compared (o 2060,
"That, globally, ecountries
heave fully recogoised the im.
portancenf vaccinating chil-
dren, alongside adoalts, to
curb and mitigare the i1 f
fects of the present pandem-
o, and have accordingly
and effectively taken mes-
sures,” the plea states,
Antrag Ahloesalia, stand:
ing counsel of the Centre,
sutunitted that he will file a
slafus report regarding vac
cination for children below 12
wears of agee. The Centn: had
earlier said vaccination is the
top mast priocity of the gov-
ernment andall eTors are b
ing made toachieve 0% vac-
cination in the shortest time
poszible. keeping the availa:
hie resources in mind and
availability of vaccine doses
intoconsideration.



SC OK with scrutiny of

TN digs up 1939 law; tells
SC vax mandate is legal

RGBS G com

New Delhi: The Tamil Nadu
government invoked its 1534
law 1o frngaress wpon the Sa-
preme Cowrt on Monday that
making Covid vaccination
mandatory is begal and justi-
fied its decision tobar unvac-
cinated people from access-
ing public places under Ta:
mil Madu Public Health Act.
Deefencling  Gts  decision
which has been challenged in
SC by ex-NTAGT mesmber Ja-
cob Paliyel, the govermment
=aid Section 76 of the Tamil
Kaalu Public Health Act, 1939
empowers the government o
comfer special powers on offi-
eers tocontro notified diseas-
esand Section T2 byempow-
ers the government to make
vacrinations cotmpulsory
Responding to the PIL fil-
ed against vaceine mandates
Imgned by various states, Tha-
mil Nadu's additional advo-

cate general Amit Anand T
warl in his submission said,
“It"s submiited that the state
has come out with the suid
mandate for the reason that
vaccination against Covid is
egzential to prevent serious
dizease in the population..."
I move 1o make Co-
vid-1% vaccination comnpulso-
ry for those eligible, the di-
rectorate of public health
and  preventive medicine
has  invoked  provisions

MAKING JAB A MUST

under the Tamil Nadu
Publie Health Act. 1930, oo
ensure that pablic places,
including markets, theatres
and fmctories, are ocoupied
only by these waccinated
against Covid-19,

Justifyving the decision,
the state stated, “The circy-
lar issued by the state
i a precautionary - and
preventative measure”

Covid certs to nall fakes

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday decided to
order random scrutiny of
Covid death claim applica-
tions to identify those who
got compensation with
forged documents after the
issue was flagged by the Cen-
tre which received com-
plaints from several states.

A bench of Justices MR
Shah and BV Nagarathna re-
served its order on Centre's
plea for random checking of
documents and said it will
pass order on March 23 when
it will also decide which agen-
cy will carry out scrutiny.

To start with, random
scrutiny of 5% of claim appli-
cations filed in Andhra Pra-
desh, Gujarat, Kerala and
Maharashtra will be carried
out, the bench said. The num-
ber of claim applications
were far more than the offi-

K'taka daily cases
in 2 digits for 1st
time in 22 months

Bengaluru: Karnataka re-
corded under-100 Covid-19 ca-
ses on Monday, with 71 pati-
ents turning Covid positive.
This is for the first time the
state is reporting fresh cases
intwodigits after May 20, 2020,
when 67 infections wererepor-
ted. The state breached the
three-digit mark in a day for
the first time on May 19, 2020.
Bengaluru saw 53 new cases
on Monday. However, the low
numbers could be due to lesser
testing done during the wee-
kend. In the past 24 hours, the
state conducted 20,272 tests. Tnn

The SC said it will pass its order
on the issue on March 23

cial Covid toll in these states.

It agreed with the Cen-
tre’s plea that a time period
be fixed to file a claim appli-
cation. Though the Centre
pleaded that a period of four
weeks be fixed to apply for
compensation, the court
said it was too short and
agreed with petitioner Gau-
rav Kumar Bansal’s submis-
sion that 90 days be given in
case of a fresh death due to
Covid tofile claim.



THE TIMES =F INDIA

Page Number

1,8

Centre studying if boosters
can be given to all over 18

Move After Spike  WHEN WILL U-12s BE VAXXED: HC TO GOVT

In Omicron Cases
In Several Nations

Sushml.DeyEtimesgroup.com

Mew Delhi: Even as the Cent-
e i close Lo tak ing a decision
an expanding its Cowvid-19
vaccing booster programme
to cover more adoulis fn the
wakeof thesurge in Omicron
Infeetions in several countri
s, active deliberations are
on over whether it should be
done in phazes or made aval
lable to all who are 1B vears
and above, efficial sources sa-
bl on Momday

When asked whether bo-

» Delhi high court asks
Centre to file status report
on when it plans to start

= Tamil Nadu cites it
1939 law to impress b
upan the Suprame Cowrt that
making Covid vaccination
mandalory is begal, justifies s
decision to bar umvaccinated
from pubilic places, FLAP QPP

= After Centre flags issue,

SC decides to arder random
seruting of Covid-19 death
claim applications to

- identify those who got
compensation with farged
documents, FLAP OpP

» Sales of hand sanitisers
plunge to 10-20% of
peak-pandemic levels; small
players shut shop while larger
ones liquidate stocks, P11

o

oster or “precaution dose™
will be given to all adults, the
health ministry said, “No de-
rision has been taken vet."”

Af present, health and
fromtline workers along with
elderly above B years are eli-

gible for the "precaution do-
set, Over 208 crore sech do-
&0 had been administered in
the country till Monday since
fte podlont on Janary 10,

FMaximise coverage, P8

maximise vax
coverage among
adolescents

r Continued from page 1

ernment is also evaluating sev-

eral other factors, such as vac
cine production and supply timel ines
and Omicron spread in other coun-
tries, to assess how soon hoosters
need to be administered in India, an
olficial said, Sources sald the govern
ment's immediate priovity is o maxi-
mise coverage among adolescents,
particularly among 12-14-vear olids -
which is the latest target group added
to the inccutation programme, Be
sides, the government alsn wants to
ensure full immunisation among
adulis at the carllest and, therefore,
the gap between two doses of Covish-
eld could be reduced tod-16 weeks,

At present, 96% of those who are

15 vears and above have received at
least thelirstdoseol a Covid vaccine,
whiile over 52 % are fully immunised.
Besides. 33.73 lakh doses have bean
administersd to those In the 1214
vear age group. However, it is likely
that the government will continue to
administer booster shots under the
national programme and not make it
avallable in the retall market in the
near future as that may hamper vac-
cine equity and pose a challenge in
maintaining vaceinathon data and ks
suance of certificates required for
international travel. "'We are looking
at this issue too bt at this stage it
may not be feasible toopen the retail
market,” the official sakd

A partfromageeligibility, the gov-
i \
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Should you be alarmed by the
rising global Covid numbers"

In mid-lanuary, the world saw more than 3 million Covid cases daily. Soon after that the
number of new infections fell sharply and kept declining through February. However,
March brought another surge in parts of Asia and Europe. Although cases have risen,
Atul Thakur's analysis shows deaths have remained low
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Not A Deadly Wave
» Cases are rising in south and east Asia with countries ke * In Vietnam and Japan, deaths are on a declining trend despite
South Korea and Viemam regarting the highest numbers. the increase in cases, Across Europe, daily deaths are steady
Deaths, howaver, have not increased proportianately. Vietnam daspite the rise in cases. South Korea is an excaption as cases
is recording lakhs of cases but fewer than 100 deaths daily, and deaths have risen in step there,
South Korea ) Vietnam
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India Shows ‘Immunity’ '

The third wawe, which was the least deadly of all Cowld waves. continues to be In the cool-down phase in India as both cases and

deaths are falfing.
First Wave Third Wave
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Vaccine Inequity May Breed Variants
Mare than a year after vaccines were rofied out. many countries have nof vaccinated even half of their population. Only about 4% of
Nigerians are fully ual:cina‘ted_jus WHD hasmmed this vaccine inequity will keep the global Covid situation walatile.

China Indonesia Pakistan Brazil ngmla.
waccniied
4.2

Ehushm perh.lrll:lruum ellgblu popn kullnllsntrpn uummhmlluhh Fum'-ﬂ:m.ml:rm Graphic: Anll Bdnod: Source: Our 'i'ﬂ]rld InData_|



THE TIMES =F INDIA

Page Number

Covid 4th wave likely in Aug:
meeting on steps soon: Min

Says No Need
To Panic; Vax
Drive Will Help
Reduce Severity

Tuenes Meves METWaRK

Bengaluru: Az epses of the
new Ohnicron variant conti-
ni bo rise in different parts of
the world, experts e prodic
ted that India islikely tosee the
fourth wave of Covic-19 in Au-
puat, health minister K Sudha-
karsaid on Monday

The state government will
shartly hold a meeting with
oxperts o discuss mepsures
1o he taken to minimize the
impact of the fourth wave, he
gabd in the legizlative council
“There is noneed to panic sin-
ce the fourth wave may not be
as severe #s the second or
third but we must not lower
our guand,” Sudhakar added.,

Responding to a question
raised by BJP MLC Shashil Ma-
moesh duieing the zero Bour, the
minister said the state sovern-

Fike photo of a swab sampde baing collected for testing

mert 12 prepared with the requ
ired medical infrastrcture o
handdle the fourth wave,

Mamozshi sabd multiple co.
untries affected by the new va-
riant have talken measunes
like lockdown, adding it was
a warning bell for India too.
He azked the government
what steps were being taken
n the stafe.

“The rew BA2 sublineage
of Omicron was first detectad
in the Philippines and has
now sapread to 40 countries.
The researchers from IOT

Kanpuar who made predic
tions {based on mathematical
models) during the third wa-
v, have now foreeast that In
diawill face thefourth wave in
August,” the ministersaid,

He added the vaccination
drive conducted in India has
covered a vas majority, which
will help reduce severity of
the nest wave.

Supgestions on compiilac
rymask usagein indoor facili-
Lies have been made, and thore
will bea mesting with the chi-
of minister in this regard so-

Sudhakar said the
fourth wave may not be
as severe as the second
or third but we must
nulhwemurgua.rd.

usage in indoor
facilities have been
made, and there will be
a meeting with the CM
in this regard soon

an, hesaid.

Sudhakar added that in
KEarnataka, the first doss of
Covid vaceine has been given
b WL 7% of thee el igible popa-
lation aged above 18 (over 4.9
crore persons). The second do-
s has been administered to
6% of the eligible persons
(nearly 4.7 erorel In the age
groupaf 12-18, atotal of 1.2 cro-
& doses of Covid vaccines ha-
v been wsed,” e sabil

Speaking about vaccina-
tion among children aged 12-
14, the minlster said efforts
will be made to convince pa-
rents and spread awareness,
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20-dose Corbevax vials opened
only if 15-16 children are available

Sunitha.Raoditimesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Covid1o vaccl
nation foradolescentsaped 12-
B is witnessing a new sef of
challenges. Amid vaccine ho
sitancy and exam season be-
ig cited as a reason tonot get
jabbed, those willing o take
the shot are also being forced
tovwalt far long,

As Corbevax comes only in
Mlose vials, medical officers
have e strictly instructsd o
apen them only when at lenst
1516 children are available, to
ensure there is litthe wastage,
Henoe, kids registering at go-
wvernment centres in the mor-
tiing have toowalt for o message
from the facility saving they
can oome amd take the b

OF the estimated 20 kakh
children in the age group of 12-
14 inthestate, ondy L1 iakh have
heei jabbed since March 1

“Omoe opened, a Corbevax
vial has (o be wsed within four

hours We cannot adford to weas
te thedoses and heron we etisc-
re there are 1516 children who
have-confirmed they'd take the
shot before oponing a vial,” =sa-
id adoctorfroma BEMP prima.
v health centre where Corbe-
v is bodng mdministered,

A district health officer
fromm Morth Karnataka said the
vaccing ks available only in dis
trict hospitals and thers is
hardly any demand, “When ex-
mmamgnmgwm'nmﬂ'tmuirn
start in some schools from

As ol now, we ane

administaring Corbeyvax
ondy at government faciities and
notinschools. Now thal Covid
cases have dipped, people have no
fear. The fesding is that Covid has
oo Its the same siteation that
was seen prior totha third wave

Dr Arundhathi Chandrasekhar
| RISHON DIRECDTTR, NATIDNA]L MEALTH
ABISSR0N, HARMATAKA

March M, manv parents don't
want to get their kids vaceina-
ted now. Fear of fever post vac-
cination s making them worri-
e, Mo exaIns are ovVer, we
will vizit schools and crogte
swarensass. Instructions from
the health department am mwi-
ited," the doctor said,

Dr Arundhathi Chandra-
soekhar, mission director, Na-
tional Health Mission, Karna-
takn, said Corbedvax vaccina-
tlom wonld plek wp pace In & co-
upke of weaks, after exams gat

over: She added there 1s a sense
of hesitancy towards Corbe-
vax a5 it 15 new and many p-
rerits would want to walt and
watch for some more time.
Besides, fear of syringes
{ypophobia) is more among
miiolescents, "Kids below the
ape ol sbe ean be ghiven a chooo
late to divert their attention be-
fore being given any jab, but
adolescents’ case 18 different,
Clearing their doubts and win-
ning thelr confidence are im-
portant prior o vaccination,"”
said a pasdiatrician from a go-
vernment hospital who was
part of the lxunch on March 16
D ME Sudarshan, chair
person, technical  advisory
cramnittes, said incaseol kids'
vacoingtion, one needs to be
sensitive towards the child's
privacy “Parental consent and
thechild's assent is a must. The
benefits of Covid vaccination
have tn be explained to the
childand parents,” he said.
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Blinding
lights
Dazziing headlights are banned

as per faw, but ‘thanks to
potholes, motorists are queuing up’

| Divyashres KB
mybangaloremirror
Atimasgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

otholes in the city are becoming @

percnnial problem. 5o motorists ane

now modifving vehicle headlights.

4 ity imechanics said they are Helling
a Bt of requeests Trom the moborists for
powerful lights.

“There have been a spate of acckdents on
the road especially during night-time as
TRy fail ko SpMM |:J-:|l||-:|l|-'-\.. S0, imiatorsts e
desanding powerful hegdlights go that
thew can have proper vision. We dre trving
o convinoe motorlsss that 1t is a violation
ol FRENANNG, Ve, many are quetting upr liw the
s, said mechanic Satish M,

Dazeling headlights are banmned as it is
against the law to use Blinding lights; vet
meany peaple de use these,

The Central Maotor Viehiches Rules spectfy
the prohibition of dazcling lights, A misjori-
ty of motorists, on the other hand, ignone
it In city limits, using high beams is illegal,
bast due o lack of knowledge and technaolo-
) drivers gl iy with it, The dellection
of lights is precisely defined by the Central
Motor Vehicles regulation. Howeever, most
drivers do ot follow (L. This Infongement

CONTINUED DN PAGE 4 »»
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1% rh]u:-l'li.illil.-' fofa |.||3l.' nimber ol
tratlic pccidents, particularly at
night.

Road accidents caused by
high beams are seldom noted in
prodice reports o accident reports
“In addition to developing
an awareness campaign, enforce-
ment agencies should come up
with the newest technologies to
penalise drivers who violate the
high beam law,”™ said traffic expert
MM Srechari.

According to the Motor Vehicles
Act, the Hght bk wsed i the head
lights showld fot be mose than 7
watts; it is alse illegal under Section
177 of the Indian Motor Vehicles
Act (improper use of headlights) to
|||1|Lii|':r headilights,

Keshava, a mechanic from
Marathahalli, said: “T did not know

heam higher than
E'uq':;u'-ru"\-. Py wsing it The head-

Waltbs.

lght halbs 1 install are maone than
580 watts,”
Sreeehari added shat a trafhic

Night vision to escape potholes

expert said ‘BT and traffic police
should selze velicles with high
RTEHTI] |||.-.||,||i;.5||h as these oreate a
blinding elfect to the oncoming
vehicle/pedestrian/commuter
which results ina higher number of
accidents.”

Motorists also ,lrz.:m,'r._l !h-l.'}' are
torced 1o go for powerful lights dee
tov thie absence of strectlights. "Strect
lights have not heen installed in all
parts of the city,” claimed Bharath,
a mechamic from indiranagar

Meghan, who injured his arm
because of poor road conditions,
after the acctdent, chose a high
B headlight since there are ne
stpeet Hghts on the road back (o his
houme in Panathur,

Srechari sald i the road condl-
tion s bad, one has 0 |.|'||'|'|F!l|.1.'=||
ta the municipal authority and
not take the law into one’s own
hands.

showers and
their aftermath

Bangalureans go
about thair business
In tha midst of a March
downpour; {inset) an
uprooted trés blocks
the road inSadashi-

vanagar

PIC: KALSHIE JN
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Garbage truck rams, kills 14-yr-old

14-year-old girl was
killed and a biker and
a pedestrian narrowly
escaped death, sustaining
injuries, after a speeding
garbage truck knocked them
down in front of the Hebbal
police station on Monday af-
ternoon. The RT Nagar traf-
fic police arrested the driver,
Manjunath, 35, on charges
of reckless driving and death
due to negligence for further
investigations.
The deceased has been
identified as Akshaya, a stu-

dent in the ninth grade and
the daughter of Narasimha
Murthy and Geetha. The
family hails from Kolar and
is residing in Vishwanatha
Nagenahalli. Murthy, works
as a conductor in BMTC, the
police said.

The accident occurred
around 12.45 pm and the
girl who was in her uniform
was crossing the road across
the Hebbal underpass and
returning home after writ-
ing an exam, the police said.

The driver of the BBMP

truck, heading towards the
Airport Road ran over the
girl and crashed into a bike
and car which were going
on the side of the road. The
bike rider, a private compa-
ny employee escaped with
injuries while Akshaya died
on the spot as she came un-
der the truck, police said.
The pedestrian, identi-
fied as Soumya (40), was also
injured and the biker and
her were shifted to a private
hospital in Hebbal and are
recovering. —BMB

Dogs, feeder face netghbourhmd s brutality

LIfticsals fom thie
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Gets their goat

Benson Town g o B

whatsa

Problems in your area?®
Send us a picture along with
specific details. And please,

no phone calls or spamming

) Rocky terrain

Kengeri _' e

A resident has encroached a
pavement in the area for their
goats. Other residents are
worried about the hygiene in the
neighbourhood due to this.

e B

=
A AT

- ) Dustbin-like
Someone has dumped rocks in

: Mysuru Road R, |
the middle of the 80 feet road —— 7
across St Francis Church. This is
dangerous for motorists who

may fall due to the rocks.

Construction workers have been
dumping debris at this vacant
site across BHEL Factory near
Pride Enchanta, an apartment
complex. Residents of the
apartment complex complained
about dust pollution due to these
activities.
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Even at night, they keep

time for waste collection

As part of clean street challenge, Mahadevapura Task Force - Mobility deploys
one tipper per BBMP ward in constituency to collect garbage at night time

| Malvin Mathew
I'r'lhl_haﬂg.ﬁhhl‘(!ﬂ!lll‘l‘lhl‘
Atimesgroup.com

TWEETS @ Bangaiore MIRROR

aste is collected dur-
ing the daytime in the
city, But the timing is
incamvenlen! for come-
mercial shops shut-
ting atter 11pm, who leok to un-
loaad their day's lowd at might. This
means, many dump thelr waste at
convenient spols |||:".'.:|:-f.-' causing
littering. Mahadevapura Task Force
- Mobllity has floated a proposal to
collect garbage ||i_g||.|, as o part il
its Clean street challenge to reduce
instances of such littering.
“& key objective of the challenge
15 1o have "Moo Garbage On Grouned”
(M), We're dietermiined (o deal
with the root causes and achivwe
sustainable improvement. We ob-
served, @ major source of roadside
dumping were smmall commercial
ahops and tootpath vendors,” said
Clement Jayakumar, secretary, M-
hadevapura Task Foroe - Mobility.
As part of the challenge, clean.
inng and beautilication drives are
being condwcted across a 75-km-
stretch in the Mahadevapura con-
stituency. Meople participating in
the initiative also momitor resl
demts to presvent dumping at night
time
“Oine tipper has been deploved
per BEMD ward in Mahadevapura.
Garbage will be collected between
b pam andd 12 per, ™ sabd Javakormar
Such an idea was first imple-
mented in Church Street. But this is
the first time something like this is
Piing ||'.!||:-|-.'|:|||-||I|.1| il the weand bev-
el Based on the suceess of this ini-
tiative, meore awto Hppers will be de-

Garbage coll

plored to enalble a larger coverage
in the Mahadevapura constituency
CHficials noted, despite the Initia-
tive being launched just a week ago,
there is considerabie improvement
and there is a rising demand for
IO Auto-tippers,

“It has made cleaning easicr for
parbage collectors in the mormdng.
Marshalls lave alsa been |I|:-i:|'|F|I
rownds at night to catch ofteriders
and educate them. But there is a
need Do increase the number of as-
to-tippers,” sakd Basavaraju, (unios
commisskoned officer (OO0, BEME

We plan to establish
manned garbage
stations; people can
dump gar'haga even
after the auto-tipper
has left -ciemen, segratary,
Mahadevapura Task Forca - Mobiity
Further, Javakumar told BM the

task Force hasn’l noticed such issues
in restdential areas, “We haven’t

seen this problem in residential ar-
eas but {strects with) paving guest
(PG} sccommadations seem to have
similar problems. Feople working
aceording to UK shifts can’t lind the
time to et rid of garbage on time
{at day time). We have planned to
inszall garbage bins outside (PMGs). i
that does nol work, we will eonskder
:-.w;I|_-|'|-:hli.r'|;.JI Tk :1|HF|1 service 1o these
PPGas as well, We also have plans toe
establish Kasa Kiosk imanned gar-
hage stations) so people can dump
garbage at the station even after the
auto-tipper s el the are.”
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Fourth wave

ter K Sudhakar on Monday said the fourth
wive of Covid in the country has been
predicted for the moenth of August,

Responding toa gquestion by BIF MLC Shashil
Mamoshl during the Zero Hour, he said 1t would
be made mandatory to wear masks at indoor
facilities, A decision would be taken regarding
this issue after holding o meeting with Chicl
Minister Basaviraj Bomrmai.

He said the new sub-variant of coronayines
B.A.2 surfaced first in Phillppines and later,
spread to 4l countries,

The minister stated thint there was no need
for people o panic even iF a fowrth wave surfac-
es, a5 the vaccination drive had been effectively
conducied In the state.

He further stated that as many as 10.25 crore
doses of vaccinations have been administered In
Karriatak,

“Tooster doses have been given, Parents are

Kamma]u Health and Family Welfare Minis-

—-
[

Health wnrt&r.a. conduct covid tests at bus
stands in the city

alsp convinced on vaccinating children above
the age of 12 vears," he added.

Vaccination prevents spreid of Covid,
Howevier, precautions must be followed by the
peaple, he said.

“We have made arrangements for 55,256
oxvgenated beds. The capacity of oxygen pro-
duction bas been increased from 300 metriy
tonne to 127D metric tonnes.”

A total of 265 lnboratories have been estab-
lished and the testing capacity has been
increased 2.5 lakh per day. “With the experience
of thiree vears, doctors are well equipped o pros
vidhe breatment,” e said, -1ANS



Ballari Road jinx:
BBMP truck runs
over school girl

2 injured; Pedestrians forced to cross road
as BBMP fails to clear water in subway

I.IHII.I SII.ETT.lIl@ _Brngaluru

IMPROPER water draining
works in the partly inundated
Hebbal subway under the high
traffic density Ballari Road
snuffed out thelife of a 14-year
old girl on Monday afternoon,
The girl, Akshava, while re-
turning home from school
around 12,45 pm, was forced to
avoid the subway as it was part-
Iy filled with water and had to
instead try and jump over the
three-foot-high road divider
near the Hebbal underpass.

Akshaya. a Class 9student at
Stella Maris English School,
had attended an exam, taken a
BMTC bus and got down at the
Hebbal stop opposite the Heb-
bal police station to return
home in Vishwanatha Nagena-
halli. She and two women pe-
destrians were crossing the
road towards the police station
and were approaching the road
divider when the speeding gar-
bage truck of Bruhat Bengalu-
ruMahanagara Palike ran over
Akshaya, killing her instantly
The truck also injured one of
the women pedestrians, Sou-
mya, 40. It then crashed into a
two-wheeler and a car; injuring
the rider - Vikar, 42.

Akshaya, daughter of Nar-
asimha Murthy who is a con-
ductor with Bangalore Metro-
politan Transport Corporation,
and Geetha, a homemaker,
hailed from Kolar Murthy filed
a complaint with the RT Nager
Traffic police, and the garbage
truck driver Manjunath
was arrested

Healleged that there was wa-
ter-logging in the subway due

to heavy rain on Sunday
evening and pedestrians, in-
cluding his danghter, were un-
able to use it.

A police officer from Hebbal
police station said they had
alerted the BEMP control room
about the subway inundation.
“But no one came to clear the
water. We have decided to file a
case against BEMP officials.”
he added.

A BBMP official said, “Water
had gushed into the subway
from all sides. Pumps were
brought and water was cleared
from 9 am till 11 am.”

Despite the official’s daims,
the subway continued to be
partly inundated even after the
fatal accident took place, indi-
cating that the works were not
done propery forcing pedestri-
ans to cross the road at the
grade level risking their lives.
Also, there were no Home
Guards or traffic police to regu-
late the traffic at the time.

BBEMP Chief Comm issioner
Gaurav Gupta, who visited the
spot, said he has sought a de-
tailed report from the engineers
and is awaiting the police re-
port. He said he will talk to the
BBMP administrator and state
government to give due com-
pensation to Akshaya's family

“It isanunfortunate incident.
People should not take such
risks. There is a skywalk and a
pedestrian underpass which
should have been used. Three to
three-and-a-half-feet-high road
dividers have been erected on
the stretch to prevent people
from crossing the road at grade
level. CCTV footage details are
being obtained,” he said.

Alzhaya (inset), who was runowver by a BEMP garbage truck at Hebbal in Bengalun on Monday. One of her shoes lies by the side

of the road after the mishap: also seen is the entrance to the subway, which was flooded with rainwater | ViNOD KUsAR T

‘ROADS DESIGNED ONLY FOR
VEHICLES, NOT PEDESTRIANS’

BOSKY KHAMNA @ Bengaluru

THE death of a 14-yvear-old gir
on Ballari Road in Hebbal has
once again raised questions
among citizens and experts,
one being that the city roads
are designed keeping in mind
automobiles, not pedestrians,

They also point out that there
is no seriousness and account-
ability among officials to en-
sure that basic civic amenities
are in place and that common-
ers are not inconvenienced.

Several pedesirians point out
that they rush on the roads to
cross at grade, since the sky-
walks and subways are not safie,
or have simply failed to serve
their purpose.

A BBMP engineer admitted
that rainwater had indeed
gushed into the underpass and
there was also seepage due to
which it was filled with water
An expert work ing with BEMP

said: “BEMP officials have stat-
ed before the High Court and
the government that under-
ground drainage work is being
done and silt is being cleared.
But it does not look like it is hap-
pening. Also, the BEMP has not
learnt any lesson and has not
done its job to ensure that rain-
water harvesting pits below the
underpasses are clean, so that
there is no water logging.”
According to India Meteoro-
logical Department reports,
there was no rain at Kempe-
gowda International Airport,
however, the rain gauge at Kar-

Q

The BEMP has not learnt any lesson
and hasnot dona its job to ensure
that rairwater harvesting pits below
the und erpasses are clean, so that
ther is no water logging

An supert warking with BEMP

nataka State Natural Disaster
Monitoring Centre recorded 48
mm rainfall at Hebbal.

Apart from this, the Directo-
rate of Urban Land Transport
along with the traffic police de-
partment, is working on a pe-
destrian safety Bill

Urbanist and civic evangelist
V Ravichandar said people need
humanity inthe system. “There
is no heart, someone has to be
accountable. Unless there is a
culture of punishment, things
will not improve This incident
has once again shown that there
is bad implementation of de-
sign, improper de-silting of
drains and poor quality execu-
tion of work,” he added.

Srinivas Alavilli, Head, Civic
Participation, Janaagraha said
the problem with road design is
that they are created only for
vehicles. Skylkwalks and un-
derpasses are an attempt to
push people off the streets,



BDA CALLS TENDERS FOR KARANTH LAYOUT

ENS @ Bengaluru the nine sectors in the layout. der covers formation of sites, The cost of the contracts S

The layout will be BDA's sec-  construction of roads, roadside  ranges between Rs 147.98 crore
BANGALORE Development Ay ond biggest, and 28,000 sites  drains, water supply, under- and Rs 274 87 crore. The last =
thority(BDAYonMonday finally  will be readied on 3,546 acres ground drainage, crossdrainage  date for submission of tenders o
called tenders to the tune of Bs  and 12 guntas. It will extend works, storm water drains,rain - is April 25, said the tender doc-
1,865.34 crore for Dr K Shivaram  across 17villages, between Dod-  water harvesting and eleetrical  ument released on Monday:
Karanth Layout. The tenders daballapur and Hesaraghatta. works in each of the sectors, BDA has periodically demol-
have been awarded in the form BDA Commissioner Rajesh  with an 11-month period given ished illegal buildings which
of nine separate contracts for  Gowda told TNIE that the terr  after the work order is issued. have come upon the layout.

Bommai to hold meet on
precautions for fourth wave

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Bergakwu in August 2022, the minister said.
e R S hile the extensive vaccination
WITH the number of Covid-19cases  drive in the country will help fight
onthe rise iInmany countries, Chief  the next wave, there is aneed tofol-
Minister Basavaraj Bommai will low Covid protocol, he added.
soon hold a meeting with senior of- In Karnataka, the first dose cov-
ficers to discuss precauntionary erage has been 101.7 per cent, with
measures to be taken in the state. 4 97.67.326 doses; the second dose
Health and Medical Education coverage is 96 per cent, with
Minister Dr K Sudhakar on Mon-  4,69,70,758 doses, Sudhakar said.
day informed the State Legislative On the preparedness to deal with
Council that there aresuggestions  the fourth wave, the minister said
on making the use of masks com-  the state had ramped up infrastrc
pulsory indoors in public places, ture after thefirst wave andnow has
which will be discussed at the 55,25 oxygenated beds, oxygen gen-
meeting. While there is no needto  eration and storage capacity has
panic, people need to follow Covid-  been increased from 300 tonnes to
appropriate behaviour, he said. 1070 tonnes, and 265 labs have been
The new Omicron variant BA.2  established to do tests, he said.
was first traced in the Philippines “Ewxperience gained while fighting
and is now found in around 40 thelast three waves of the pandemic
countries. The Indian Institute of  willhelpto effectively facethefourth
Technology (IIT) Kanpur, which wave, if it comes. We have made
had forecast the third wave in the preparations and will continue to
country has now indicated that if prepare, and people of thestate need
there is a fourth wave, it would be  not panic, but we have to be alert.”
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Soon, All Adults
may Get to Take
Booster Doses

Reuters

New Delhi: India is conside-
ring making all adults eligible
for booster doses of Covid-19
vaccine, two sources with
knowledge of the matter said on
Monday, as infections grow in
some countries and some Indi-
ans find it hard to travel abroad
withouta third dose.

Only frontline workers and
those older than 60 are current-
ly allowed to take booster doses
in India, whether free in go-
vernment centres or paid for in
private hospitals.

The government is debating
whether to provide boosters to
other groups for free, said one of
the sources, who both sought
anonymity as the government
has yet tomake a decision.

A health ministry spokesper-
son did not respond to a request
for comment. The Serum Insti-
tute of India (SII), whose Covis-
hield vaccine dominates India’s
immunisation programme, sa-
id on Monday it stopped the
shot's production in December
but still had a stock of 200 mil-
lion doses. It has produced 1.9
billion doses in total.

Its CEO Adar Poonawalla told
CNBC-TVi18that they would res-
tart production of the vaccine if
demandreturned through boos-
ters or any other way.
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